
Inspection of Little Rabbit Day 
Nursery
Central Venture Park Building, Kelly Avenue, London SE15 5GL

Inspection date: 31 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are very happy and settled at this welcoming nursery and develop secure 
relationships with the kind and caring staff. They display a strong sense of 
belonging and demonstrate that they feel safe and secure. Staff are happy to see 
the children and talk to them about their past experiences. Children are valued, 
and staff understand what children want in order to meet their needs. Children 
benefit from lots of fresh air and exercise. Children learn about the world around 
them. They enthusiastically explore the spacious and well-resourced outdoor area 
and local parks. 

Staff use positive language and are good role models. In turn, children interact and 
play with their peers positively. They take turns and are kind to each other. 
Children are encouraged to be proud of their achievements, which is reinforced by 
staff. Children behave well. They display good social skills and play together well. 
For example, children share resources as they cook different foods on the BBQ and 
take on roles during a fire-rescue mission. Staff encourage children to use good 
manners and interact with others in positive ways. Children have opportunities to 
develop independence, such as older children independently serving their snack 
and meals and babies feeding themselves. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has a clear curriculum approach and is ambitious for children. Staff 
know what the children can do and what they need to learn next. Staff plan the 
environment so that children have opportunities to engage in an interesting 
range of learning experiences, both indoors and outdoors. The manager ensures 
that additional funding for children is used well to target their specific needs. All 
children make good progress in relation to their individual starting points.

n Children confidently use mathematical language in their play. They accurately 
count candles on the cake and compare how many pieces of fruit they have with 
their friends  at snack time. Staff teach children the names of the shapes they 
have used in the sand area. This supports children's understanding of early 
mathematical concepts and prepares them for the next stage in their learning.

n Overall, there is a focus for developing children's language and communication 
skills. For example, role-play areas are set up to create opportunities for 
communication and to develop children's social skills. Staff focus on children's 
speech and language through songs and stories at group times. Older children 
are confident communicators. They regularly join in with conversations and 
show good listening and attention skills. However, children with developing 
language skills are not supported as well, particularly those with English as an 
additional language. Staff do not consistently find out common words children 
use to support their language development. Staff have visual cues to support 
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children to understand what is happening next, and these are not regularly used 
with younger children. Therefore, children become upset as they are unsure of 
what is expected of them. 

n Children enjoy a range of physical development opportunities throughout the 
day. For example, babies practise using their fingers and hands to make marks 
while painting, and staff warmly praise them for their efforts. Toddlers scoop 
and use their hands as they fill pots with cooked spaghetti. Older children 
explore mark making and drawing. Children chat to each other about their 
achievements and show pride in their efforts. 

n Parents are very complimentary about the nursery. They appreciate the high 
levels of communication that they receive about their children's development. 
They feel that their children have made rapid progress since they started. 
Parents say that staff 'go above and beyond' to ensure that their children get the 
support they need to succeed.

n Staff receive regular supervision and training. They feel supported in their role 
and, consequently, staff retention is good. However, the systems in place for 
monitoring staff teaching are not as effective as they could be in supporting 
them to extend children's learning even further.

n The manager develops links with external professionals to support individual 
children. They share  information about children's care and learning effectively 
to help provide consistency in children's development.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that all staff are suitable to work with children. This includes 
a thorough recruitment process, induction, and regular supervision. Staff 
understand their roles and responsibilities to safeguard children. They carry out 
regular risk assessments to keep children safe. Staff have a broad understanding of 
safeguarding issues, including the 'Prevent' duty guidance. They know how to 
report their concerns about children's welfare or a colleague's conduct in line with 
the local authority procedures. This helps to protect children's welfare.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen strategies used to enhance children's language development, 
particularly for the youngest and non-verbal children

n make better use of the monitoring of staff teaching, to extend teaching and 
learning opportunities for children even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2578919

Local authority Southwark

Inspection number 10239447

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 15

Name of registered person Little Rabbit Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2578918

Telephone number 07393774371

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Rabbit Day Nursery registered in 2020. It is situated in Peckham, in the 
London Borough of Southwark. The nursery is open each weekday, throughout the 
year, from 7.30am to 6.30pm. There are eight members of staff. The 
owner/manager holds a relevant qualification at level 7. The setting offers funding 
for children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Murphy

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Staff, parents and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector and the manager carried out joint observations of activities. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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