
Childminder report

Inspection date: 20 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are relaxed and feel at home in the childminder's care. They find their 
peg, hang up their coat, and take off their shoes before they quickly settle into 
their play alongside their peers. Children have wonderful relationships with both 
the childminder and her assistant. They enjoy their play and thrive as the 
childminder and her assistant join in with activities.

Children form friendships with each other, playing and working cooperatively 
together. For example, they work together to try and move a piece of soft furniture 
through a doorway. Children show off their problem-solving and communication 
skills as they talk to one another about how to do this. They show great 
perseverance and develop their understanding of spatial awareness as they twist 
and turn the furniture to make it fit.

Children are independent and take responsibility for small tasks throughout the 
day. They learn the importance of good hygiene routines and show an 
understanding of the importance of washing hands. For example, some children 
who have washed their hands in readiness for snack pull their jumper over their 
hands to pick up some toys and put them away. They tell the assistant, 'we don't 
want to get germs on our hands now they are all clean before snack.'

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder plans her curriculum around children's interests and their next 
steps in learning and development. She networks with other childminders to 
share ideas that help with her planning of activities. The childminder is keen to 
update her existing skills and knowledge, to help strengthen her teaching 
practice and curriculum planning.

n The childminder organises resources in the home to ensure that children can 
make choices about their play and learning. She clearly labels boxes of toys with 
photos for them to choose from. This helps children to be able to extend their 
own play. For example, children add to their imaginative play by getting out doll 
clothes to dress their babies.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. The childminder considers the views of 
parents when evaluating her provision. Parents speak highly of the childminder. 
They state that their children are settled and have made progress since starting 
with the childminder.

n The childminder has high expectations of children's behaviour, and children 
respond well to her calm encouragement. For example, when an older toddler 
tells her she is upset because her friend has all the baby dolls, the childminder 
calmly asks her what she could do. The child says, 'ask her to share the babies; 
she has two.' The childminder offers comfort and tells the child she will go with 
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her to ask. The childminder then praises both children for their kind words and 
sharing.

n The childminder and her assistant skilfully interact with children to build on their 
knowledge and skills. They wait patiently for children to respond to questions 
and communicate effectively with them. However, the childminder does not 
consider how parts of the daily routine disrupt some children's learning. For 
example, children who are deeply engaged in role play have to abruptly stop 
playing, as the childminder asks them to tidy away for snack time.

n The childminder offers balanced and nutritious meals and snacks throughout the 
day. She encourages children to taste new foods. Parents report that their 
children were struggling to eat a variety of foods but now eat different foods 
because of the childminder. Children are developing an understanding of where 
food comes from and how to make healthy food choices.

n Children enjoy listening to stories read aloud by the assistant. He talks to the 
children about the author of the book and the illustrations within it. Children sit 
up on their knees and listen eagerly to each word. After the story, the assistant 
thoughtfully asks questions, such as 'who was the main character in the story?' 
and 'why could the rabbit could not get to sleep?' Children develop a deep 
understanding of the stories they enjoy, as they recall the information they have 
learned.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder keeps her knowledge of safeguarding and child protection up to 
date. She receives regular safeguarding updates and attends required training. The 
childminder and her assistant fully understand their responsibility to keep children 
safe from harm. They demonstrate a good awareness of the signs and symptoms 
of potential abuse and/or neglect. This includes indicators that may present in the 
event of children being subjected to extreme or radical views. The childminder 
understands the procedures to follow in the event of a concern or allegation 
against herself or her assistant. Children learn how to keep themselves safe. They 
tidy away toys to keep the environment free from trip hazards.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review aspects of the daily routine to limit disruptions to children's play and 
learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2578607

Local authority Derby 

Inspection number 10250948

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 15

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 15

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2020 and lives in Spondon, Derby. She operates all 
year round, from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and 
family holidays. The childminder provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carly Polak
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The childminder showed the inspector the playroom and spoke about her 
curriculum. She also provided a tour of the house and spoke about how she 
keeps this safe for children. 

n The inspector and childminder observed children during activities and completed 
a follow-up discussion about children's learning and development. 

n The inspector spoke to the childminder, her assistant and the children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.

n The childminder showed the inspector a range of documentation, including 
safeguarding policies and suitability checks.

n The inspector spoke to a parent and read feedback from parents to gain their 
views about the childminder.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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