
Childminder report

Inspection date: 1 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children display high levels of confidence and self-esteem within this home-from-
home setting. The safe environment is tailored to meet children's individual 
learning needs. Children are extremely curious and eager to explore the 
opportunities available to them. They express wonder as they run their hands 
through the edible 'earth' in the heavy-duty, plastic tray, amazed at the marks that 
they create. Children display high levels of engagement and concentration as they 
play.

Children develop secure attachments with the childminder. They look to her for 
reassurance and comfort when they are tired or unsure. Children seek the 
childminder out to share experiences with. They bring her books to share and 
initiate games of peekaboo.

Children's behaviour is good. The childminder has rules and boundaries in place 
that teach children to respect each other and the environment. Children begin to 
learn the rules of social engagement, such as taking turns and sharing resources. 
The childminder provides children with opportunities to practise these skills in 
larger groups, when attending playgroups. She has developed a well-thought-out 
curriculum that allows all children to achieve to their full potential and be ready for 
the next stage of their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder knows children well. Through observing children from the 
beginning of their journey, the childminder is clear on what children know and 
what they need to learn next. The childminder understands children's individual 
learning styles and tailors the environment to ensure that these are met.

n The childminder is sensitive to children's individual needs. She talks and soothes 
children as she changes their nappies. The childminder follows children's 
personalised patterns of being settled to sleep. Children snuggle in close while 
drinking their milk, before being patted to sleep and laid in a travel cot. 

n The childminder promotes children's language and communication development 
effectively. She uses repetition to reinforce key vocabulary. The childminder uses 
songs and rhymes to introduce new language. She asks questions and 
instructions using short, simple language. Children show their comprehension by 
following the simple instructions that are asked of them.

n Children develop a love of books and reading. Children self-select books and 
learn how to handle them independently. They babble as they look at the 
pictures. When reading with the childminder, children snuggle in close. They 
laugh as the childminder mimics different animal noises. Children visit the library 
regularly with the childminder to borrow books, which they share with their 
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parents to continue their learning outside of the setting.
n The childminder understands the importance of promoting children's 

independence. However, at times, the childminder can be too quick to intervene. 
This does not allow children time to problem solve how to do something for 
themselves. For example, when giving children the opportunity to feed 
themselves, the childminder still holds the spoon so no yoghurt falls.  

n The childminder provides an environment rich in opportunities for children to 
learn about diversity and inclusion. Children learn about what makes them 
unique and they celebrate their differences, such as through books and 
resources. The childminder teaches children to be respectful and tolerant. 

n Partnership with parents is good. Parents compliment the childminder on the 
extensive learning opportunities that she provides to their children. 
Communication is effective. Parents receive verbal daily updates on their child's 
day, as well as photos of 'wow' moments. 

n Children learn how to lead healthy lifestyles. The childminder works in 
partnership with parents to ensure that children's meals are healthy and 
balanced. Children learn the importance of hygiene routines, such as washing 
their hands before meals. The childminder provides opportunities for children to 
be physically active indoors and within local green spaces.

n The childminder is reflective in her practice and regularly seeks feedback from 
parents. The childminder is eager to continue her own professional 
development. She reads widely on the subject of child development and attends 
training when opportunities arise. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder keeps up to date with safeguarding training. She is secure in her 
knowledge of the different types of abuse. There are clear procedures in place for 
recording and reporting concerns. The childminder understands the procedure to 
follow if an allegation is made against herself or anyone in her household. There 
are procedures in place to ensure that the setting and any trips undertaken are 
regularly risk assessed. The childminder has a clear understanding of the 'Prevent' 
duty and how children may be exposed to extreme views. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n allow children time to problem solve in order to develop their independence skills 
further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2577117

Local authority Southwark

Inspection number 10250922

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 1

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 1

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2020. She lives in the London Borough of Southwark. 
The childminder operates all year round, from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. 
She holds an appropriate qualification in home-based childcare. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natalie OLeary

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder. 

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about her intentions for children's 
learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.
n The childminder and inspector discussed how the curriculum is implemented and 

the impact on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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