
Inspection of All Saints Pre-School
Little Lane Childrens Centre, Little Lane, Ilkley, Yorkshire LS29 8HZ

Inspection date: 10 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish in this extremely welcoming, inviting and stimulating pre-school. 
They arrive happy and are incredibly eager to begin their day. The nurturing 
environment enables children to feel safe and secure. As a result, children are 
confident and settle quickly into the setting. The manager and staff are superb role 
models for children. They promote a wonderful child-led approach, which supports 
each child to learn and achieve, including those with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND). Children demonstrate a sense of belonging and feel 
comfortable in their surroundings. They form exceptionally strong bonds with the 
adults that care for them. This helps them to have the confidence and desire to 
explore their environment independently. Children move very confidently between 
play areas and make their own play choices from the interesting variety of 
experiences on offer. Children are curious and excited to explore the resources and 
show high levels of engagement.

Children are extremely polite, show kindness and are respectful towards each 
other. They say please and thank you without being prompted when they ask for 
things, such as more fruit at snack time. Children enjoy each other's company as 
they sit together during mealtimes. They chat about their day and build friendships. 
Children beam and enjoy the praise they receive when they complete tasks 
independently. For example, children skilfully pour their own water or milk to drink. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and staff know the children they care for extremely well. They 
demonstrate a deep understanding of children's learning needs and consistently 
deliver high-quality interactions that effectively build on what children know. 
Children react very positively to staff during their play and show high levels of 
engagement and persistence. 

n Staff are highly skilled at supporting children's communication and language 
development. They speak warmly and clearly to children as they play. Children 
develop their critical thinking skills and confidently ask questions. For example, 
as children bake bread, they describe what is happening to their dough. They 
understand that they might need to add more flour to their mixture if it is sticky 
and more water if it is dry. Children's vocabulary rapidly expands as they are 
introduced to new words, such as kneading the dough. Staff consistently repeat 
the words they use for reinforcement. 

n Children benefit greatly from the outstanding focus placed on meeting and 
developing their personal, social, and emotional needs. The key-person system 
works exceptionally well to ensure that new children and their families receive 
tailored support to help them settle. Staff emphasise helping children to learn 
about their feelings and emotions. They use a range of strategies, including 
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stories and books, to help children's understanding.   
n Children with SEND receive extremely high levels of support to help them to 

meet their full potential. This means that children with SEND are extremely well 
included, feel safe, and make significant progress in their learning and 
development. For example, staff skilfully engage children in activities that build 
on their interests and follow their individual learning styles. 

n Staff provide a rich curriculum, both in and away from the pre-school. For 
example, children engage in weekly forest school sessions, where they explore 
the community and natural environment. Children engage in exciting and 
challenging activities, such as den building, woodwork and cooking. Staff use 
this time to teach children how to be aware of their own safety when they are in 
the woods.

n Children's transitions into school are seamless. Managers and staff work 
incredibly hard to build excellent relationships with the local school. They work 
closely with teachers to aid children's move on to school. Teachers visit the pre-
school to meet children on numerous occasions. The manager also organises for 
children to visit the school, in order for them to become familiar with the 
environment and different routines. For instance, children visit school at 
mealtimes, as the manager has identified this can be hard for children to 
navigate. 

n Parents receive excellent communication from staff about their children's time in 
the pre-school. Staff give them constant support and ideas of how to 
complement their children's learning at home. Parents appreciate regular 
updates and photos, especially as they have not been spending time in the 
setting, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

n The manager is incredibly passionate about providing children and their families 
with the highest quality of care and learning. She has a very strong emphasis on 
enhancing staff skills and knowledge, to support children to achieve the best 
possible outcomes. Staff are motivated and enthusiastic in their quest to 
constantly improve.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a great awareness of the signs and symptoms of abuse, 
including any concerns about wider child protection issues. They are very secure in 
their understanding of the pre-school procedures to follow, should they have any 
concerns about the children or adults associated with the children's care. Robust 
recruitment procedures and regular checks of ongoing suitability ensure that all 
staff are suitable to work with children. A culture of embedded risk assessments 
ensures children play in a safe and secure environment.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2558037

Local authority Bradford

Inspection number 10215819

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 23

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person All Saints Pre-School Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number 2558036

Telephone number 07903 584370

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

All Saints Pre-School re-registered in 2019. The pre-school employs seven members 
of childcare staff. Of these, three hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 
3, one holds a level 5 qualification, one holds a level 6 qualification, one holds 
qualified teacher status and one holds a level 7 qualification. The pre-school opens 
Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 8am until 5pm. The pre-
school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Cotton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and discussed how 
the pre-school deliver their curriculum. 

n The inspector and the manager completed a joint observation of an activity. 
n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection to take 

account of their views. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and sampled documentation, 

including suitability checks of staff and first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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