
Inspection of East Cliff Pre-School 
Winton
St Luke's Church Hall, St Luke Road,Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset BH3 7LT

Inspection date: 12 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff work well together to meet the needs of the children attending. They have 
clear processes to identify what each child and family needs to thrive, and go 
above and beyond to accommodate this. This results in confident parents that work 
closely with staff, and children who settle very quickly on arrival. Children are very 
happy and confident as soon as they walk through the door. They are greeted by 
friendly staff and engage in activities of their choice and interest. 

Leaders and staff have worked closely to develop an effective curriculum that 
focuses on children's readiness for school, their independence, their personal, 
social and emotional development and their communication and language. In 
practice, staff are clear about what they need to do to promote children's next 
steps. They also know how and when to do it during targeted small-group activities 
and during children's play. 

Staff provide children with very clear expectations and boundaries, explaining the 
impact of their behaviour on others. Children learn to regulate their emotions, 
share and be helpful. Children are respectful of others and learn to say 'hello' in 
other languages. Children show immense pride when others welcome them in their 
home language. 

Children with communication and language delays and those with English as an 
additional language, receive excellent support from staff. Staff work very closely 
with other professionals and parents to ensure children make the best possible 
progress. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There are very strong partnerships with parents. Staff are extremely proactive in 
engaging with parents and giving them the help they need to support their 
children and continue learning at home. They work closely with parents to 
support children's oral health, for example, through providing more nutritious 
foods and caring for their children's teeth. The setting provides each child with a 
toothbrush to use at home and teaches children how to use them. 

n Children from different cultural backgrounds and their families receive positive 
input and respect from staff, who ensure children are valued and feel 
represented in the setting. The inclusive attitude and approach of staff reflects in 
children's kindness towards others.  

n Children enjoy playing outdoors during set times. They develop their curiosity 
and exploration. For example, they use guttering to watch how fast water 
travels and where it ends up.

n Staff feel very well supported by the effective leadership and management team. 
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They make good use of training and self-evaluation to bring about change. This 
has led them to develop a new curriculum that has clear intentions on what and 
how they want children to learn. Leaders use innovative ways to value staff, 
such as rewarding the 'staff member of the month' with a gift, and they leave 
random notes and gifts of kindness for staff to find.

n Leaders use funding extremely well to support families and children. This is 
improving children's experiences at home and giving them more sessions at the 
setting. This helps to increase children's rates of progress, particularly in their 
personal, social and emotional development, communication and language.  

n Children have high levels of perseverance, and a 'can-do' attitude. They do 
things for themselves without being asked and confidently ask for help when 
they need it. For example, at mealtimes, they get their own plates and cups, 
select their own foods from the options and pour their drinks and chop up fruit. 
At the end of the meal, they tidy their space so staff can clean it.

n Children show increasing concentration, especially during their own initiated 
play. They get good support from staff, who use language very well to extend 
vocabulary and question them. They give children time to respond to questions 
and challenge them well to think for themselves. At times, during some group 
sessions, not all children always benefit as much as they could from the good 
learning opportunities taking place. This impacts their engagement and interest. 

n Staff are kind, caring and supportive. They are thoughtful and respectful of the 
children and this affects how children communicate and engage with each other. 
Children recognise when they are unhappy about something or excited and 
verbalise this accordingly. They learn to adapt their behaviour to handle 
situations, so they do not lash out, but take themselves off to a quiet and safe 
place to gather their thoughts and emotions. Staff are very supportive of this 
and value all emotions equally. 

n Staff are effective teachers and focus successfully on preparing children for 
school.  Children learn to be emotionally secure, manage their needs, and gain 
good verbal and listening skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated safeguarding lead, management and staff have a clear 
understanding of their responsibility to safeguard children from potential harm and 
abuse. They know who to go to when they have concerns and know the different 
local authority roles that support them and the families. Staff communicate very 
well to ensure they deploy themselves effectively to supervise and monitor children 
at all times. They ensure a safe and secure environment, including outdoors, so 
children can explore safely. Managers monitor staff each day, so they can be 
reassured that staff are safe to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the support given to children during group times, to help them remain 
more interested and engaged, so that they fully benefit from the good learning 
opportunities offered.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2550186

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10215705

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person East Cliff Pre-School Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532697

Telephone number 07792690595

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

East Cliff Pre-School Winton registered in 2019 and operates from St Luke's Church 
Hall in Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset. It is open on Tuesday to Friday, from 8.30am 
to 2.30pm, during school term times. The pre-school is funded to provide free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. There are four key members 
of staff, two of whom hold a level 3 qualification and two who are unqualified and 
working towards a recognisable early years qualification. The owner holds a 
relevant qualification at level 5. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Janet Armstrong
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and owner joined the inspector on a learning walk and discussed 
the curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at the pre-school.

n The inspector talked to staff, the manager and the owner at appropriate times 
during the inspection and took account of their views. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n The inspector and the owner carried out a joint observation of a group activity. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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