
Childminder report

Inspection date: 24 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show that they feel safe and secure in the childminder's care. They are 
happy to separate from parents when they arrive. Children demonstrate positive 
relationships with other children. They excitedly say hello to their friends and are 
keen to see what toys they are playing with. Children learn how to use electrical 
equipment safely. When they use fruit and a blender to make smoothies, children 
switch on the blender. They are excited to watch fruit turn into a thick liquid. 
Children confidently talk to visitors, the childminder and her assistants about their 
interests and achievements. For example, children are keen to show and talk to 
visitors about pictures they make. Mealtimes are social occasions. Children sit 
together and sing nursery rhymes before they eat.

The childminder knows children very well. She provides experiences to help them 
progress in their learning. For example, children are supported to develop an 
understanding of animals that live in Africa when they play with a pretend safari. 
They learn that hippopotamus spend time in mud to cool down. Children behave 
well. They are encouraged to share and take turns, for example, when they throw 
balls back and forth with the childminder's assistant.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder and her assistants support children to develop a love of books. 
They encourage them to remember repeated phrases in stories. Children are 
asked questions about the pictures they see on the pages, enabling them to take 
an active part in telling the story.

n The childminder reflects on her practice and identifies ways to improve the 
experiences children receive in her care. Recent changes to the garden offer 
children a large climbing structure. This helps to develop the strength in their 
legs and bodies when they climb. 

n Children learn about foods that promote healthy eating. For example, the 
childminder shows children different fruits, such as a passion fruit and avocado. 
She asks them to guess what colour the fruit is inside and whether they think it 
will be sweet or sour. Children have opportunities to taste the fruit. They learn 
that it will give them vitamins to make them strong.

n Overall, the childminder and her assistants work well together as a team. 
Regular meetings are arranged where the assistants review their progress and 
identify professional development opportunities. This helps to improve the 
quality of education that is offered. However, the childminder does not provide 
assistants who are not used regularly, with information about how they support 
individual children's learning.

n The childminder is aware that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, some children 
have had fewer opportunities to visit different places of interests, such as soft-
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play centres. Because of this, she arranges for children to have these 
experiences in her home. Children play in ball pits and on inflatable equipment. 

n Parents comment positively about the childminder and her assistants. They say 
that they are friendly and relay information to them about their children's day. 
The childminder encourages parents to share children's achievements. For 
example, some parents send photos to the childminder to show their children's 
experiences at home. This enables children to benefit from effective partnership 
working to promote their development. 

n The childminder uses information from parents about children's abilities and her 
own observations to identify what children need to learn next. She plans a 
curriculum that helps children to progress well in their development. However 
occasionally, she does not consider how individual children prefer to learn when 
she plans group activities. This results in some children not being engaged or 
focused.

n The childminder praises children for their achievements, helping to raise their 
self-esteem. For example, when children work together to move a piece of 
equipment, she says 'great teamwork'. Children are encouraged to understand 
feelings and emotions. Books are read to them that include stories about sharing 
and taking turns. When children ask why one of the characters in the book is 
sad, the assistant replies, 'The animal didn't share toys with his friends.' 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and her assistants understand how to identify the signs and 
symptoms of abuse and how this negatively impacts children's safety. This includes 
if children are exposed to female genital mutilation or radicalisation. They know the 
procedure to follow to report concerns about children's welfare. This helps to 
promote children's safety. The childminder maintains a safe and secure 
environment for children to play. For example, she ensures that fences are erected 
in relevant areas of her garden. This ensures that children can access different 
level surfaces safely. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the support for assistants to build on their knowledge of how they can 
more precisely support individual children's learning

n plan group activities more effectively to encourage all children to be engaged 
and focused. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2546107

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10215562

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 9

Number of children on roll 17

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2019 and lives in Wingerworth, Chesterfield. She 
operates all year round, from 8am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank 
holidays and family holidays. She provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. The childminder works with a co-childminder and 
assistants. She holds qualified teacher status. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder has received since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic 
with the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting. 

n The childminder and inspector completed a learning walk and discussed how the 
curriculum supports children's learning.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities indoors and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out a joint evaluation of an activity with the childminder.
n The inspector held discussions with the childminder and her assistants. She 

reviewed a sample of documentation.
n Written feedback from parents was reviewed by the inspector, who took account 

of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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