
Inspection of Stramongate Nursery
Stramongate School, Blackhall Road, KENDAL, Cumbria LA9 4BT

Inspection date: 12 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Inadequate

Behaviour and attitudes Inadequate

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

Weaknesses in the leadership and management of the setting have resulted in the 
failure to meet statutory requirements. Consequently, there has been a decline in 
the overall quality of the setting since the last inspection. Those responsible for the 
setting have overlooked their duty to inform Ofsted of a safeguarding incident 
during a recent outing. On this occasion, children were not safeguarded effectively 
due to a lack of adequate supervision and effective risk assessment. Furthermore, 
there have been major managerial staff changes. Ofsted has not been notified 
about these changes and changes to the setting's operating hours. The provider 
has failed to identify a new deputy manager during this period of change. 
Additional staff have been identified to undertake designated lead safeguarding 
responsibilities. However, they have not completed training to fulfil the 
requirements of this role. These weaknesses have a significant impact on children's 
safety.

The quality of the curriculum is not good enough. While the curriculum is 
sequential and reflects children's development, it is not ambitious. Staff plan some 
activities based on what they think children will enjoy, such as 'World Elephant 
Day'. However, the implementation of activities lacks differentiation. Throughout 
the summer, children are grouped together and staff are unable to skilfully adapt 
their teaching to meet children's individual learning needs. Learning is incidental 
because staff do not purposefully plan for the children that attend over the summer 
months. This means that children do not make the progress they are capable of. 
Children do not develop knowledge and skills across the seven areas of learning.

The provider has not ensured that staff understand how to manage children's 
behaviour appropriately. On occasion, staff make inappropriate comments about 
how to deal with challenging behaviour. This is a further safeguarding concern.

There are elements of positive practice. For example, children have developed 
warm and trusting relationships with staff. The key-person system helps to ensure 
that children settle quickly and are confident and enjoy their time at the setting.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has failed to ensure that the requirements of the 'Statutory 
framework for the early years foundation stage' are met. There are several 
breaches in the safeguarding and welfare requirements, due to a lack of efficient 
oversight and governance. This does not ensure high-quality care and education 
for all children. 

n The provider has failed to ensure that staff understand and implement the 
setting's safeguarding procedures. For example, during the inspection, staff 
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failed to recognise that a visitor was using a mobile telephone in the playroom. 
This compromises children's safety and well-being. 

n The arrangements for risk assessments during outings are ineffective. A recent 
trip to a local park resulted in a child going missing for a short period of time. A 
member of the public returned the young child to the group. On this occasion, 
staff failed to supervise children and deploy themselves effectively to ensure that 
children remain within sight and/or hearing at all times. 

n Children are learning how to share and how to take turns. Staff offer gentle 
reminders to children about expected behaviours. However, they do not explain 
to children the consequences of their actions. For example, when children climb 
on furniture, staff tell them to 'get down' or simply say 'no'. Furthermore, staff 
do not always respond appropriately when they are trying to deal with 
particularly challenging behaviour. This does not help children to develop their 
understanding of right and wrong.

n Staff fail to plan purposely over the summer months when children are grouped 
together. While this practice supports some aspects of children's personal, social 
and emotional development, children do not have their individual learning needs 
met. For example, during a creative activity, all ages of children are grouped 
together. The activity is not adapted to reflect children's varying ages and the 
learning intentions are the same, despite children's different stages of 
development. This does not support children's learning. 

n Parents spoken to at the inspection comment that their children are happy and 
enjoy attending. They receive good communication about daily care routines, 
such as the food their children have eaten, nappy changes and sleep. However, 
parents comment that staff do not successfully share enough detailed 
information about what their children are learning. Parents are therefore unable 
to support and extend their children's learning at home.

n Children enjoy spending time outside. They operate wheeled toys with precision 
and confidently navigate the space available. Older children help their younger 
friends as they build towers and a train track. They show kindness and concern 
for one another. 

n Children are beginning to learn about the importance of good hygiene routines. 
Older children become independent as they manage their own personal care 
routines, such as washing their hands before lunch. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

There is not an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:
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Due date
ensure there is clear management 
structure that includes a named deputy, 
who is capable and qualified to take 
charge in the manager's absence

09/09/2024

ensure designated safeguarding leads 
are appropriately trained and competent 
to carry out these roles

09/09/2024

ensure staff have sufficient 
understanding of the setting's 
safeguarding policies and procedures, 
with particular regard to visitors using 
their mobile devices within the setting

09/09/2024

ensure staff implement effective risk 
assessments for the safe supervision of 
children, particularly when on outings

09/09/2024

ensure that staff are deployed effectively 
so that children remain within sight 
and/or hearing

09/09/2024

take action to ensure that staff manage 
children's behaviour appropriately and 
help children to understand the 
consequences of their actions

09/09/2024

implement a curriculum which is 
ambitious and provides children with rich 
and challenging experiences to help 
them to make good progress.

09/09/2024

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen partnerships with parents to ensure that parents receive information 
about their child's learning and development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2533429

Local authority Westmorland and Furness

Inspection number 10361758

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 71

Name of registered person Stramongate Nursery CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number 2533428

Telephone number 07847479420

Date of previous inspection 30 September 2022

Information about this early years setting

Stramongate Nursery registered in 2019 and operates from within the grounds of 
Stramongate Primary School in Kendal. The nursery employs seven members of 
childcare staff. Of these, one holds a qualification at level 6, one holds level 5, four 
hold level 3 and one holds level 2. The nursery opens from 7.45am to 5.45pm, 
Monday to Friday, all year round. It provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Cox
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The acting manager carried out a joint observation of an activity with the 
inspector.

n The inspector discussed with the acting manager how the setting organises their 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their EYFS curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff, children and parents at appropriate times during 
the inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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