
Inspection of The Winning Child 
Nursery
R C C G, Rehoboth House, Brent Way, Dartford, Kent DA2 6DA

Inspection date: 13 October 2022

Overall effectiveness Good
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter happy and ready to begin their day. They leave their parents with 
confidence and seek their key person on arrival. Children are provided with an 
environment that meets their needs. For example, the younger children enjoy 
practising their physical skills as they climb with purpose to get to the slide. The 
older children emerge themselves in imaginative play. They show great levels of 
maturity as they interact and revisit past experiences, such as what they do at 
home and at the shops. 

Children communicate effectively through spoken word, gestures and the use of 
pictures.  For instance, non-verbal children can use pictures to express their wants 
and emotions to others, such as when they need the toilet or want a specific toy. 
Children learn to develop a love of stories and songs. Staff regularly sing to 
children as they play. For example, as babies explore the wheels on toys, staff sing 
'The Wheels on the Bus'. The babies sing along and bounce in excitement. 

Children get plenty of opportunities to explore their physical development. In the 
garden, they run and climb with excitement. Children enjoy exploring the sandpit 
and rolling hoops across the playground with their friends. Babies show confidence 
outside as they play on the see-saw and learn to scoot. The attached forest school 
also provides further opportunities for children to explore nature and develop their 
curiosity for the natural world around them.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have developed an effective curriculum that meets the needs of all the 
children. The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) is effective in 
identifying and supporting children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). Plans are put into place quickly to ensure that children are 
making progress. The SENCo works well with outside agencies to provide 
ongoing support to staff, children and parents. 

n Transitions are planned well. Children are provided with the time and 
reassurance from their key person before moving to the next room. This ensures 
that children are emotionally ready and prepared. Staff complete a thorough 
handover with their new key person so children continue to have their needs 
met. When children are leaving to start school, the manager contacts teachers 
to come and meet the children. This provides children with the opportunity to 
meet their new teacher in an environment where they feel confident and secure. 

n Children generally behave well. They are kind and caring towards their friends. 
However, staff working with the older children are not consistent in their 
approach. For instance, children who are newer to the setting are not provided 
with the support they need to learn the rules and boundaries. This can at times 
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disrupt the flow of the day and children's concentration at activities. 
n Parents and carers feel happy sending their children to the setting. They 

comment on how keen their children are to attend. Parents feel listened to and 
have their ideas taken into consideration. For example, since the COVID-19 
pandemic, parents have preferred to continue dropping off their children at the 
door. Parents are provided with information that helps them understand what 
their children's next steps are to support learning opportunities at home. 

n Staff encourage children to be independent in their routines, including putting 
their coats on to go outside and knowing when and how to wash their hands. 
However, some parts of the daily routines are not organised as well as possible 
to support children's independence fully. For example, staff do not use snack 
time effectively to help promote children's independence skills. This can limit 
what children can do for themselves, even though they are capable. 

n Leaders know the staff well. They have regular meetings with all staff to discuss 
their well-being and the setting. This provides staff with an opportunity to reflect 
on their practice. Managers are keen to upskill staff. They provide opportunities 
for them to train for higher qualifications or undertake training to support them 
in their role.

n Staff provide opportunities for children to learn about themselves and others. 
For example, children in the 'tots' room' compare how their hair feels to others. 
They use vocabulary to describe the texture and look of others' hair. Children 
are kind and considerate in their approach, offering compliments to each other 
such as 'Your hair is big and bouncy with pretty clips.' 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a secure understanding of their duty to protect the children in their 
care. They have regular training opportunities to broaden and extend their 
knowledge of child protection, including the 'Prevent' duty, female genital 
mutilation and racism. Leaders ensure that they undertake suitable training as the 
designated leads for the setting. Managers know their local area well and can 
highlight risks to children, such as county lines. They are confident about the steps 
to take if there was an allegation about a staff member. The setting is safe and 
secure. Risk assessments of the whole provision are completed daily. Visitors are 
asked to show identification and sign into the building. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to provide a more consistent approach to behaviour management 
of the pre-school children so they all understand the rules and know what is 
expected of them
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n build further on opportunities for older children to learn how to do things for 
themselves and consistently promote their independence skills during snack 
times.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2521139

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10257601

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 5

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person The Winning Child Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2521138

Telephone number 07969077395

Date of previous inspection 6 December 20216 December 2021

Information about this early years setting

The Winning Child Nursery Ltd re-registered in 2019. The provision is located in the 
town of Dartford in Kent. The nursery employs 12 members of staff. Of these, 
three hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 6. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday between 7am and 6pm, all year round. The nursery receives 
funding for free education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Southern
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with SEND.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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