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Inspection date: 15 May 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Since the last inspection, leaders have worked to strengthen the curriculum and 
how well staff deliver it. They have made significant improvements to the way that 
staff support children's personal, social and emotional development. This has had a 
positive impact on children, particularly in the pre-school room, but also to how 
settled babies and toddlers feel. Overall, children engage well in learning. They 
learn how to treat others. Staff achieve this by acknowledging how secure children 
feel. They use sensitive discussion to encourage older children's positive choices.

Children learn how to negotiate, share and turn take. During play on a balance 
beam, staff teach children how to risk assess by encouraging them to check their 
surrounding area. Consequently, children wait for their friend to move out of the 
way before they jump off a bench. These experiences help to lay the foundations 
for children's positive social interactions and relationships in the future.

Children are happy and content at the nursery. All children, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities, show that they feel safe and secure 
through their positive behaviours. Babies bond with the staff caring for them as 
they receive gentle comfort. Staff cuddle babies when they have just woken up to 
allow them to feel fully awake before they go off to explore and play again.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The acting manager and her team are highly reflective. Managers involve and 
motivate staff in making improvements. The team has lots of plans for further 
improvements,. For example, they are creating a sensory room for children. This 
means that the quality of provision is continuously improving. 

n Staff working in the nursery report that they receive strong support for their 
professional development and well-being from their managers. They complete 
training and have regular supervision meetings. This has led to improvements to 
staff's practice since the last inspection. 

n Leaders and staff understand how to safeguard children. Staff are aware of the 
procedures to follow if they have a concern about a child. Leaders have reflected 
on how they have previously dealt with concerns about staff. They have 
identified how they will improve practice moving forwards to meet their statutory 
requirement to work effectively with other agencies.  

n Children gain good communication skills. Conversation between staff and 
children flows freely. Staff support the development of babies' communication 
and language skills as they sign words such as 'more' and 'banana' to them. This 
helps babies understand concepts and communicate with others before they can 
speak. Older children hear and use a broad vocabulary as staff purposefully 
introduce language related to the topics planned, such as the language of 
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mathematics, during well-planned learning opportunities. 
n Children have opportunities to develop their fine motor skills, hand-eye 

coordination, and self-care skills as they practise how to serve their own snack 
using spoons. However, children are less able to independently manage their 
own drinking of water when they feel thirsty. This is because at times other than 
regular meal and snack times when staff provide drinks, children need to enlist 
staff support to access drinking water.

n Staff get to know children and their families well. Staff use what they know 
about children to carefully identify what children need to learn next. They give 
parents information about what children do at nursery and share some wider 
information about learning and services in general. However, sometimes parents 
are not completely sure what it is that staff are helping children to learn. This 
affects parents' understanding of what they can help their individual child with at 
home. 

n The curriculum overall is challenging and delivered well by staff. Occasionally 
however, such as at group times, some aspects of teaching are not well matched 
to children's individual stage of development. For example, group times can 
sometimes be too long for children to sustain their interest. There are occasional 
times when staff are not on hand to support children with aspects of their 
learning that they need adult guidance with to help them to develop their skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n promote the development of children's self-care skills further by finding ways to 
enable them to independently access their own drinks

n develop further staffs' understanding about how to deliver the challenging 
curriculum, to achieve consistency with teaching that is well matched to 
children's individual stage of development, and in their support of children's 
learning during play and daily activities

n revise plans and methods for sharing information with parents so that they are 
fully informed about how they can support their child's individual learning at 
home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 251761

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 10317623

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 102

Number of children on roll 132

Name of registered person
East Suffolk & North Essex NHS Foundation 
Trust

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904938

Telephone number 01473 704514

Date of previous inspection 11 October 2023

Information about this early years setting

Hunnitots Day Nursery registered in 1992. The nursery employs 25 members of 
childcare staff, 21 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round, except for bank 
holidays and one week over the Christmas period. Sessions are from 7am until 
6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year 
old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Kate Hipperson
Nina Hopson
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Inspection activities

n The inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The acting manager and inspectors completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspectors during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspectors observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspectors spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account 

of their views.
n The inspectors looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The acting manager carried out a joint observation of a planned activity with the 

inspector. 
n The inspectors and managers met to discuss the leadership and management of 

the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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