
Inspection of Honey Bees Nursery
Hitcham Village Hall, The Causeway, Hitcham, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7NE

Inspection date: 24 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Staff welcome children with a smile as they enter the nursery. Children confidently 
wave goodbye to their parents, which shows they feel safe and comfortable in their 
environment. Children develop skills to support their independence. For instance, 
they hang up their belongings on their named peg, before finding their written 
name to self-register their arrival. This also supports children's sense of belonging, 
in addition to circle time, where staff help children learn each other's names.

Children benefit from focused group activities and have some positive learning 
experiences, which helps prepare them for starting school. However, children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), do not 
benefit from a consistently well-planned and successfully implemented curriculum. 
Staff do not plan well enough to challenge children's learning and build on what 
they already know and can do. Although children enjoy making choices in their play 
and have fun, their learning is mostly incidental.

Sometimes, children's behaviour shows that they need extra support to help them 
manage their emotions and behaviour. Managers do not provide adequate support 
to ensure that staff understand how to manage children's behaviour effectively. 
Despite this, older children demonstrate they are beginning to accept the needs of 
others, when solving a dispute over a popular toy themselves.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The quality of education across the nursery is not consistently good. The 
monitoring of staff's practice is not robust enough to help them develop the 
knowledge they need to become skilful practitioners. This means children do not 
always make the good progress they are capable of. 

n Children are creative and inquisitive learners. They show confidence in their 
abilities by testing out their ideas. For example, children build a tower of soft 
bricks at the bottom of the slide, before challenging themselves to try and knock 
them all down at once. However, staff do not make the most out of children's 
interests and natural curiosities during play, to support them to explore their 
ideas in greater depth and extend their learning.

n While children happily dig in the sand, staff gently remind them to be careful 
that sand does not flick into their eyes. Children respond by slowing down their 
arm movements to reduce this risk. This shows that children are learning to play 
safely and know how to reduce potential risks to themselves and others.

n The arrangements for supporting children with SEND are not consistently 
effective. Appropriate plans are not followed well enough to support children's 
care and learning. In addition, these plans are not regularly shared with parents 
and other agencies involved in the children's care, to ensure children with SEND 
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achieve their best possible outcomes. 
n Generally, staff encourage children to become independent. Older children 

competently wash their hands before eating and after visiting the toilet. Younger 
children are supported well by staff to carry out handwashing routines to the 
end, which increases their competence and understanding of good hygiene.

n Healthy lifestyles are promoted with lots of physical play opportunities. Staff 
provide healthy snacks and children pour themselves a drink of water or milk. 
However, there are inconsistencies in how staff manage snack time. Because of 
this, children are not consistently learning what a balanced diet looks like and 
how this contributes to their overall health and fitness. 

n Staff do not implement the nursery's behaviour management policy effectively. 
As a result, those children who have difficulties in regulating their emotions are 
not supported well enough. This means their emotional needs are not 
consistently met and they do not learn appropriate ways to manage their 
feelings. 

n Managers are very reflective on their leadership and display a willingness to 
swiftly improve on their existing performance management system. Staff say 
that they enjoy working at the nursery and their well-being is supported. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
improve arrangements for supporting 
children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities and ensure parents 
and/or carers are kept up to date with 
their child's progress and development

23/06/2025

ensure staff implement the pre-school's 
behaviour policy to support and manage 
children's behaviour appropriately

23/06/2025
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ensure all staff understand and 
implement a curriculum that clearly 
identifies the intentions for children's 
learning, so all children are offered 
appropriately challenging and engaging 
activities and experiences.

23/06/2025

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the monitoring of staff practice to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of how children learn so that all children benefit from consistently 
good-quality learning experiences

n support staff to help children to gain a deeper understanding of the importance 
of eating well and how this contributes to their good health.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 251521

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 10376117

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Scarfe, Sharon

Registered person unique 
reference number RP512600

Telephone number 01449 740764

Date of previous inspection 17 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Honey Bees Nursery registered in 1995. The nursery employs seven members of 
childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or 
above. The nursery operates during school term times only. It opens from 8am 
until 3pm on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and from 8am to 1pm on Tuesday 
and Thursday. The nursery provides government funded early education for all 
eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louisa Taylor
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Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a tour of the nursery, both indoors 
and outdoors, to understand how the early years provision and curriculum are 
organised. Additionally, the manager showed the inspector the premises and 
discussed how they ensure they are safe and suitable.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact that this had on children's learning. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of group activities with the 
manager and also discussed self-evaluation. 

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with SEND. 

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection. The inspector 
spoke with parents and carers during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and also discussed self-
evaluation. The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of 
the suitability of the staff working in the nursery and a selection of other 
records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: Honey Bees Nursery
24 March 2025 7

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

