
Childminder report

Inspection date: 12 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are extremely secure and settled in the childminder's welcoming home. 
They demonstrate their warm relationships with her, as they chat confidently and 
include her in their play. Children display their trust in the childminder as she 
supports them to try different varieties of fruit. They soon overcome their doubts, 
and explore the new textures and flavours with interest and enjoyment.

Children respond positively to the childminder's high expectations. They behave 
well and are very motivated to learn. Children concentrate intently on activities and 
enjoy challenges, such as completing a jigsaw puzzle or finding the right key to 
open a lock. Children are keen to learn about other people and communities. They 
explore what it is like to be a doctor, patient or ambulance driver in their pretend 
hospital. Children practise using new words and skills as they apply bandages and 
pretend to give medicine to the dolls.

Children are confident and enjoy being independent. They show satisfaction in 
completing tasks, such as putting on their coats and shoes by themselves. Children 
receive lots of praise for their successes and develop a good sense of self-esteem. 
They make good developmental progress towards the next stages in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder develops excellent relationships with parents and with staff at 
schools and nurseries that children also attend. This strong partnership working 
provides good support for children during settling-in periods and promotes 
continuity in their learning. 

n The childminder plans a broad curriculum, which supports all areas of children's 
learning well. She plans activities to reflect children's interests and complement 
what they learn at school. Children consistently build on their existing knowledge 
and have lots of opportunities to practise new skills.

n The qualified childminder is strongly committed to her continuous professional 
development. She has undertaken a wide range of short courses since 
registering and enthusiastically puts into practice what she has learned. For 
example, training on 'in the moment planning' has helped the childminder to 
support children's learning spontaneously during their play.

n The childminder promotes children's language and communication skills well. 
She encourages lively and interesting conversations, to support children's 
speaking and listening. During stories, the childminder emphasises new words 
and explains their meanings. This helps children to develop good vocabularies.

n Children who might need additional support are identified quickly and plans are 
put in place to help them to achieve. The childminder works closely with parents 
to ensure that children receive the extra support they need. 
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n Children enthusiastically practise new skills and are eager to build on their 
interests. For example, children confidently articulate their ideas about camping 
as they play in the childminder's tepee. They develop their knowledge as they 
look at a book about camping. Children display great imaginations in their role 
play as they explore and express what they have learned.

n The childminder helps children to learn about their physical needs and to enjoy 
healthy lifestyles. Children brush their teeth after breakfast each morning and 
wash their hands regularly, to help stop the spread of germs. The childminder 
provides healthy home-cooked meals and motivates children to stay active 
throughout the day.

n The childminder continuously reflects on her practice to help her to enhance her 
service and the outcomes for children. For instance, she has recognised that 
some older children need to 'burn off some energy' after sitting for long periods 
at school. She takes them to a nearby green space on the way home, where 
they enjoy sports and vigorous exercise. The childminder says that this 
enhances children's physical and emotional well-being.  

n Children listen to the childminder and enjoy playing together. The childminder 
provides consistent and gentle guidance to help children to understand her 
expectations, such as sharing resources. However, when children have 
disagreements, the childminder quickly intervenes and tells them what to do. 
This does not help children to solve problems and regulate their behaviour 
independently.

n Parents give very positive feedback on the childminder's service. They state that 
children 'love coming to the childminder's' and comment that the childminder is 
'kind, approachable and incredibly caring'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder accesses regular training, to maintain a secure understanding of 
safeguarding matters. This includes broader issues, such as the risks to children 
from extreme views and radicalisation. The childminder knows the signs of abuse 
and neglect and what to do, should she become concerned about a child's welfare. 
She knows the procedures she must follow if an allegation is made about her or a 
member of her household. The childminder's home is clean and well organised, and 
she uses risk assessments effectively to help keep children safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n allow opportunities for children to solve disputes and disagreements 
independently, to help them learn to moderate their own behaviour.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2508251

Local authority Redbridge 

Inspection number 10191716

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 10

Total number of places 4

Number of children on roll 10

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2019. She lives in South Woodford within the London 
Borough of Redbridge. The childminder operates between 7.30am to 5.30pm, 
Monday to Friday during term time. She provides early funded education for three-
year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Crawford

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The childminder showed the inspector around the areas she uses for 
childminding. She discussed the curriculum and how the setting is organised.

n The inspector observed a range of learning experiences, and evaluated the 
quality of education and the impact on children's learning. 

n The inspector took account of parents' written feedback, and observed and 
spoke to children, to find out about their experiences with the childminder.

n A range of documents, including the childminder's paediatric first-aid certificate 
and safeguarding policies were reviewed by the inspector.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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