
Inspection of Blue Bears Playscheme
Enfield Highway Community Centre, 117 Hertford Road, Enfield, Middlesex EN3 5JF

Inspection date: 25 July 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive at the club excited to see the activities staff have set up for them. 
They are greeted warmly by staff at the start of the day. Children show that they 
are confident, settled and independent. They quickly choose their own play and 
concentrate on completing their tasks. For instance, children set and tidy away 
after playing a variety of complex board games with their friends. 

Children have a good understanding of how to keep themselves safe. They follow 
instructions from staff very well. Children know that when using equipment to aim 
foam bullets at a target board, they must immediately stop talking, stand behind a 
line and wait for their turn. This supports children to have fun and be safe while 
playing.  

Children are eager to join in with the motivating play experiences that staff 
carefully plan for their interests. For example, staff understand that some children 
like to sit quietly and concentrate on their chosen activity, while others really enjoy 
lively conversations. Children make choices from a large selection of resources 
available to them at the club. For instance, children enjoy imaginative role play, or 
playing with foam darts. While other children happily sit with staff and colour 
pictures they have drawn. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team and staff work well together. The manager and her 
deputy are aware of the pressures on staff in their home life and at work. 
Arrangements are in place to support staff's well-being. Training is provided for 
staff with regard to first aid and safeguarding. Additional training is also sought 
for staff who show an interest in a particular area, such as working with children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Staff's performance is 
effectively monitored, and staff new to the team receive a tailored induction 
package that is reflective of their age and previous experiences. 

n Staff working directly with the children understand their individual needs and 
personalities. Staff respect children and are good role models. Children with 
SEND receive the support they need to be fully engaged in all aspects of the 
club. Activities are adapted successfully to ensure all children can fully 
participate. Children are well behaved and feel valued.

n Children benefit from daily opportunities to be active and gain exercise. Children 
have lots of fun bouncing on large space hoppers, kicking footballs or playing 
tennis and volley ball. Children express their enjoyment as staff join in their play 
with enthusiasm. In addition, during the holidays, children have opportunities to 
take part in exciting activities in the local area. For instance, they take trips to 
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the cinema, mini golf and the local park. 
n Snack time is a relaxed and sociable occasion. Children decide when they want 

to eat and who they want to sit with. Children are supported to live a healthy 
lifestyle. The food on offer is healthy and nutritious. They follow robust hygiene 
practices. Children know that they need to wash their hands regularly to kill 
germs and prevent the spread of viruses.

n Staff support children's communication and language skills. They interact well 
with children, make good eye contact and get down to their level. Staff engage 
children in conversations, narrate their play and ask open-ended questions to 
support their thinking skills. Children talk with confidence to visitors to the club. 

n Children incorporate the knowledge and skills they have developed at school into 
the activities at the club. Staff in the out-of-school club discuss current interests 
and topics children are learning with their main education provider, such as the 
school's reception teachers. Staff complement and mirror the children's learning 
in school through the activities they provide. 

n Partnerships with parents are effective. Parents report very positively about how 
much their children enjoy attending the club. They are confident that the 
children are safe and secure. Regular newsletters and daily discussions ensure 
that parents are kept well informed of activities within the club.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff understand their responsibilities to keep children safe. They carry 
out daily risk assessments of all areas used by the children and are qualified in 
paediatric first aid to ensure children's safety is paramount. Staff have a clear 
understanding of signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. 
They are mindful of all aspects of safeguarding, including 'Prevent' duty and 
exploitation. Leaders and staff are confident with the club's policies and procedures 
in relation to making referrals, dealing with allegations and whistle-blowing. The 
club has a safe recruitment procedure in place to check the suitability of new staff 
and the ongoing suitability of existing staff.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2508218

Local authority Enfield

Inspection number 10194613

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 8

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Blue Bears Playscheme Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906002

Telephone number 02088800788

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Blue Bears After School & Holiday Club registered in 2019. It operates from 
Highway community centre, in Enfield, in the London Borough of Enfield. The club 
is open Monday to Friday, from 3pm to 6.30pm during term time, and 8am to 
6.30pm during school holidays. It employs six members of childcare staff, of whom 
two members have qualifications at level 3 or above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anahita Aderianwalla
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager showed the inspector the area of the club the children use and 
how they ensure it is safe and suitable. 

n The inspector observed children playing indoors. 
n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
n The manager and inspector discussed how activities are planned and organised.  
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff.
n Parents shared their views with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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