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Overall effectiveness Good
The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children enjoy their time with the childminder. They laugh together while they play
with their friends and are keen to join in the games and activities the childminder
provides for them. Children follow their own interests and choose toys from easily
accessible boxes and shelves. They build a tall tower using construction bricks.
They compare the height of the tower to the tallest child before knocking the tower
down. The childminder introduces the youngest children to words that help
establish their awareness of size, while older children work out how to order
objects by height. This helps children build on their growing mathematical
knowledge.

Children behave well. The childminder's gentle reminders to share and take turns
help children to resolve any minor disputes quickly. Children listen carefully to the
childminder and happily engage in conversations. When they are tired or upset,
children snuggle up with the nurturing childminder and are quickly reassured. This
helps children feel secure and safe in the childminder's care.

In the garden, children make use of ride-on toys and negotiate their way around
obstacles well. The childminder supervises the children when they take age-
appropriate risks to walk along a raised track. This helps children begin to
understand how to keep themselves safe while strengthening their coordination
and balance.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder maintains good working relationships with staff from other
settings that children also attend. She shares information about children's
progress with key persons and finds out from them what children have been
learning at pre-school, nursery or school. This helps to provide consistent
teaching to build on what children know and understand.

m Children enjoy visiting different places with the childminder. For example, they
visit local woods, parks and a farm. The childminder carefully considers how and
where to provide different experiences for children, helping them learn through
memorable and enjoyable outings.

m Children practise and increase their skills for independence enthusiastically. They
know why, when and how to wash their hands, helping to develop good hygiene
routines from a young age. The childminder encourages children to put on their
own coats and shoes. This helps to prepare them for their eventual move to pre-
school and school.

m Children welcome the childminder to join their games. For example, she joins
them in a game of catch and helps them to decide where to throw their ball.
Children pretend to cook food for the childminder to 'eat'. The childminder
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supports children's play by asking questions and adding new and exciting words
to extend their growing vocabulary. When children struggle to articulate what
they want to say, the childminder encourages them to slow down, providing
opportunities for them to pause and think about what and how to express their
thoughts and feelings. As a result, children build confidence to speak and listen
to others.

m The well-qualified childminder is keen to strengthen and expand her already
good knowledge and understanding of how children learn and develop. She
accesses online training sessions and has discussions with other local
childminders. Together, they share new ideas, allowing the childminder to try
different ways to help to teach children.

B The childminder works closely with parents. When children first start in her care,
the childminder takes detailed information about the children and their families.
This helps her plan activities that are tailored to children's needs and interests
right from the start. Daily routines, such as sleep times, are planned to provide
consistency with home. The childminder sends regular updates and photos to
parents through a secure online application, which parents can also use to share
news from home. This contributes to the good relationships the childminder
maintains with parents.

B The childminder has a good knowledge about the areas of learning and
development that children experience in their early years. However, at times the
childminder does not add sufficient challenge during children's self-chosen play
and activities to help maximise their learning across the curriculum.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good understanding of what to do if she has any concerns
about children's well-being, including risks associated with extremist views. The
childminder regularly refreshes her safeguarding knowledge through training and
ensures that the contact telephone numbers she has are updated when necessary.
This helps to ensure that any identification of a risk of harm to children is swiftly
reported to the correct person or department. The childminder follows her robust
procedures to help ensure that children are only collected by suitable adults who
have permission to do so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B add even more challenge to children's self-chosen activities that focus precisely
on what they need to know and understand next.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2505157

Local authority Central Bedfordshire
Inspection number 10207747

Type of provision Childminder
e e
Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2019 and lives in Flitwick. She operates all year
round from 8am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family
holidays. She holds a childcare qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katrina Rodden

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
childminder and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

B The childminder described her curriculum and daily routines to the inspector.

W The inspector observed activities in the childminder's house and garden. She
spoke to the childminder and children at appropriate times throughout the
inspection.

B The inspector viewed relevant documents, such as evidence of the suitability of
the childminder and other household members, and qualification certificates.

W The childminder shared emails sent by parents with the inspector. Their views
were taken into consideration.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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