
Inspection of The Old Fire Station 
Children's Nursery
The Old Fire Station, 69 Albion Street, Birmingham B1 3EA

Inspection date: 10 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and well settled in this nursery. They form close relationships 
with staff, who know them well and are gentle and nurturing towards them. This 
helps children to feel safe and secure in their care. Staff arrange the play 
environments specifically to enable all children to access the resources and 
activities. They tailor the support given to each child during play based on their 
individual learning needs. For example, toddlers use the available equipment to 
create an obstacle course. They use their problem-solving skills to think about how 
the shapes may fit together. Staff carefully consider and help children to think 
about how they can move across their structures safely.

Children are eager to engage in learning activities with staff and their peers. They 
show positive behaviours and respond well to staff's reminders to use their good 
manners. Pre-school children know when to say 'please' and 'thank you', which is 
evident at mealtimes. Staff give timely praise for their positive actions, which helps 
children to understand the behaviours that are expected of them. The oldest 
children build friendships with their peers and play cooperatively together when 
they organise turn-taking during their games. Children generally gain the skills and 
knowledge they need to prepare them for the next stage of their learning and the 
eventual move on to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum is designed well. The intended learning for all children is 
sequenced to continually build on what children know and can do, so that they 
make the progress they need to prepare them for future learning. Staff gather 
useful information from parents when children first start to help them know 
about children's prior learning and what they are ready to learn next.

n Staff plan activities and experiences to help expand children's experiences and 
opportunities for learning. For example, babies show a deep interest in farm 
animals, including a well-known song about a farmer. Staff provide a farm scene 
with toy animal figures and include real-life vegetables, soil and wood shavings. 
Babies use their senses to feel the different textures as they grasp and explore. 
Staff name the items, talking as they play for babies to hear and build on their 
vocabulary and understanding.

n Communication and language are promoted well by staff, who purposefully 
model their use of language and structure their verbal interactions with children. 
Staff use regular stories, songs and rhymes to help engage children to use their 
voices. Staff use additional programmes that help them to provide the targeted 
support needed for children to quickly catch up. As a result, children make more 
rapid progress and, through regular practice, become confident speakers.

n Independence is generally promoted. For example, babies and older children 
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freely select the resources that interest them to engage in play. Older children 
help to tidy away, find their belongings and learn to manage their personal care. 
However, there is scope to provide further opportunities for children to develop 
the self-help skills they need to manage cutlery at mealtimes.

n The nursery's play environments are bright, spacious and inviting for children. 
Staff make adaptations to activities and amend teaching so that all children gain 
positive learning experiences. For example, 'indoor gardens' are created for 
children to develop their larger muscles as they climb, balance and practise their 
coordination while riding wheeled toys and using the equipment that is set out. 
Staff take children on daily walks in the community and use the opportunity for 
children to learn about and watch the local builders while they work using large 
machinery.

n Managers provide staff with the training, guidance and support they need to 
fulfil their duties and responsibilities, such as for safeguarding and safe sleeping. 
Staff have regular opportunities for discussion and further training is provided, 
which is tailored to their needs. This helps to ensure staff knowledge is kept 
current to contribute towards keeping children safe.

n Parents are happy and speak positively about the nursery and staff. They 
comment specifically about the progress their children make and how attending 
the nursery has helped to build their confidence. Parents are happy with the 
regular information they receive about their child's care and learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide children with opportunities to further develop their self-help skills to 
manage tasks for themselves. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 228975

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10404482

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 54

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Bucklemount Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523042

Telephone number 0121 603 0003

Date of previous inspection 2 November 2023

Information about this early years setting

The Old Fire Station Children's Nursery registered in 1997. The nursery employs 11 
members of childcare staff, three of whom hold an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 6, six at level 3 and two at level 2. The nursery opens from 
7.30 am to 6 pm, Monday to Friday. It provides funded early education for children 
aged from nine months in the early years age range.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzanne Taylor
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Inspection activities

n The managers showed the inspector all areas of the premises and discussed how 
staff ensure that they are safe and suitable for children to attend.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching throughout the inspection and 
considered the impact this has on children's learning. A joint evaluation of the 
quality of teaching during an activity took place between the managers and the 
inspector.

n The inspector spoke to parents at appropriate times and took account of their 
views of the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector held a meeting with the managers and discussed how the setting 
was organised. The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including 
evidence of the suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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