
Childminder report

Inspection date: 5 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in the nurturing care of this childminder. They separate happily from 
their parents and immediately get involved in the play opportunities on offer. The 
childminder knows children extremely well. She builds on their interests and 
fascinations to offer a range of learning experiences. Children are kind and they 
behave well. The childminder praises them as they follow simple instructions. 

Children demonstrate high levels of emotional well-being as they seek the 
childminder out for reassurance and comfort. Children snuggle closely with her 
when they feel tired. The childminder listens carefully when children talk about how 
they are feeling. She responds positively when children tell her they are ready for a 
snack. They delight in choosing and preparing the fruit. Children confidently find 
their bowls and plates and settle themselves at the table. The childminder teaches 
children about the importance of a healthy lifestyle. 

Children develop as curious and creative learners. The childminder consistently 
supports them to extend their ideas. For example, children carefully select from a 
range of collage materials to create pictures they are keen to take home. The 
childminder praises children and encourages pride in their creations, which helps 
them to develop confidence and strong self-esteem. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has developed an interesting and well-sequenced curriculum 
that clearly reflects the unique needs of the children in her care. She gathers 
useful information from parents and uses this effectively in her planning. The 
childminder ensures that children access a wide range of experiences. Her skilful 
teaching supports children to make good progress across all seven areas of 
learning. 

n The childminder regularly reflects on her provision. She attends regular, 
appropriate training sessions and webinars. The childminder successfully applies 
newly acquired knowledge to her practice. This enables her to drive 
improvement. The childminder ensures she is up to date with any changes to 
guidance and legislation.

n The childminder prioritises children's physical health and well-being. She 
implements a strong outdoor curriculum that supports children's agility, strength 
and stamina. Together, the childminder and children frequently visit the local 
lake and nature park. Children delight in recalling how they buy bird food to feed 
the swans. The childminder uses photographs to prompt children's 
conversations. They delight in sharing their memories of a trip. 

n The childminder is a joyful play partner to the children in her care. For example, 
children enthusiastically involve her in their role play. They engage her in 
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selecting and 'preparing' food they buy from their pretend shop. Children 
immerse themselves in dressing up with support and encouragement from the 
childminder. Children become highly engaged in pretend play which develops 
their imagination and creativity.

n For much of the time, the childminder is a strong role model for children's 
communication and language development. She ensures that children hear the 
correct pronunciation of words as they develop their speech. Children happily 
engage in conversation. However, the childminder does not consistently allow 
sufficient time for young children to respond to questions as they play. This does 
not fully support children in developing their thinking and speaking skills.

n The childminder uses spontaneous opportunities to teach children about the 
world around them. For example, she encourages their interest in the bins being 
emptied. The childminder talks to the children about the importance of recycling 
paper and cardboard. Children enthusiastically wave to the refuse collectors as 
they empty the bins. They talk animatedly about how the bins are loaded onto 
the lorry and the rubbish is emptied. 

n The childminder encourages children to be independent. She provides space and 
time for them to develop, practise and refine the skills they need to carry out 
tasks for themselves. Children wash their hands competently and understand the 
need to use soap and water. The childminder consistently praises children as 
they get involved in their self-care.

n Parents are exceptionally pleased with the service that the childminder delivers. 
They talk enthusiastically about the strong progress that children make while 
attending. Parents say that they feel well-informed and involved in their 
children's learning and development. Children are happy to arrive and are less 
keen to leave at the end of the day. Parents appreciate the range of exciting 
opportunities the childminder plans for their children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on the teaching of communication and language even further to allow 
young children more time to think about and respond to questions.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 228404

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10355354

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 2

Date of previous inspection 27 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1990 and lives in Erdington, Birmingham. She 
operates all year round from 7am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for family 
holidays. The childminder provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-olds. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Gadsby

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
the childminder's intentions for children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.
n The childminder and inspector discussed how the curriculum had been 

implemented and the impact that this had on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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