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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children settle in quickly and flourish in the home-from-home environment. They
are very happy, safe and secure in the childminder's care. The childminder is kind
and nurturing. She speaks to children with genuine care and respect. Children
show a great deal of confidence as they navigate the environment and self-select
resources.

Children have fun and enjoy all the learning activities provided. For example, they
act out and recall familiar stories, such as 'Going on a Bear Hunt'. They use home-
made binoculars and look for a toy bear in the garden. Children behave well and
adapt to new social situations, such as the presence of a visitor. They benefit from
highly positive interactions with the childminder. She praises them for every
achievement, however small.

Children are very independent. They clean the table before lunch and tidy away
their resources. They are great communicators, listen carefully and speak
confidently. They develop a good understanding of books and immerse themselves
in stories throughout the day. Children have a real sense of community in the
village as they attend weekly groups together. They learn together and go on
outings, for example, they visit the woods where they climb trees and toast
marshmallows over the fire pit.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder creates a warm, welcoming and homely environment that
meets children's needs well. She has well-established routines to help children
feel safe and secure. Children move around the child-friendly environment
safely. The childminder is an excellent role model and she is kind and caring.
Children enjoy snuggling up with her, especially when feeling unwell. They
behave well and learn to help others. For example, older children support
younger children to put their shoes and coats on.

B The childminder plans fun activities which follow children's interests and are
often craft based. For example, they make 'magic snow' after a 'swirling
snowstorm' in the 'Going on a Bear Hunt' story. The childminder's vast
experience means that she assesses children's knowledge accurately and knows
what to teach them next. She skilfully weaves learning into everyday
experiences. For example, she uses car number plates on the school run to help
develop children's letter recognition.

B The childminder is experienced in developing children's communication skills.
The children listen carefully to her and each other when sharing books and in
everyday conversations. The childminder introduces new vocabulary regularly
and appropriately through books and activities. For example, she introduces the
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word 'hydrate' when water is added to the 'magic snow' powder.

m Children are independent and resilient. They do not give up easily. The
childminder encourages and praises every attempt the children make, for
example, when trying to open a yoghurt pot at lunchtime. Opportunities for
managing risks and adventurous play are provided when visiting the local wood
or playground. Once the childminder has done her own risk assessment, children
are fully encouraged to have a go, climbing as high as they feel safe. She
reminds them of how they have made progress and conquered their fears over
time.

Bm The childminder works in partnership with other settings children attend. They
share information about children's learning and development, which ensures
continuity of care and learning. The childminder also works in partnership with
parents very effectively. She shares information with them in a variety of ways
and keeps them updated about children's learning and development. The
childminder supports parents with their understanding of child development and
with parenting challenges. For example, she shares weaning recipes and other
appropriate guidance. The parents and local childminders hold her in high
regard, describing her as 'exceptional, sensitive and approachable'. They
consider the children in her care to be 'confident, happy and great
communicators'.

®m Children make good progress in their learning and development. They have fun
and make great memories with the childminder. However, she does not always
provide children with ambitious activities that fully challenge them. At times, she
does not give children high-quality opportunities to develop their problem-
solving skills to help them to achieve their end goal.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good understanding of how to keep children safe from

harm. Her training is fully up to date and she is aware of all the most recent
developments in safeguarding. She can talk about and confidently identify possible
signs of abuse. She has robust systems in place to record and report any concerns
regarding children, parents and other professionals. The childminder does not allow
internet access or mobile phones in her home. She is proactive in keeping parents
informed about safety, for example, she provides them with information about
online safety.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W provide children with highly challenging opportunities to help them to develop
their problem-solving skills.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 221995

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection nhumber 10113105

Type of provision Childminder

e mouary rldcre
Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1to 10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Date of previous inspection 22 October 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1990 and lives in the village of Witchford, just outside
Ely. She operates all year round from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Thursday, except
for bank holidays and annual holidays. The childminder provides funded early
education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Fiona Wood

Inspection activities

B The inspector viewed the areas of the home used by children to understand how
the early years provision is organised.

B The inspector observed care practices and the quality of teaching during
activities and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector spoke with the childminder and children during the inspection.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including first-aid and insurance
certificates.

B The inspector took account of the views of parents through written information
provided.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Childminder report 5
4 February 2020


http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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