
Inspection of Greenfields Day Nursery
The Sports Field, Caxton Road, Great Gransden, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 3BH

Inspection date: 26 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

All children thrive in the nursery. They eagerly join in the exciting opportunities for 
learning and become deeply involved as they make new discoveries. Staff help 
babies to develop strong communication skills as they identify different animals and 
practise the different sounds they make. Babies giggle with delight as they 
recognise a toy horse and make clicking sounds to represent horses' hooves. Staff 
give babies close and caring attention, which helps to build their emotional 
resilience, and babies have very strong attachments to their key person. Babies are 
held and rocked with great care, and warmly comforted when they are tired or 
upset. 

Staff expertly check that children have secure existing knowledge before moving on 
to new ideas. For example, children confidently explain that they believe that heavy 
items sink in water and light objects float. They are fascinated when a light plastic 
bottle sinks. Staff encourage them to explore why this happens and they predict, 
test and conclude that this must be because the bottle filled with water. Children 
are very secure in what they already know, but they are thoroughly ready to try out 
new things and test out their own ideas. Children are highly independent and 
confident, which builds great resilience in readiness for school.

Children behave exceptionally well. They are kind and considerate to staff and each 
other, and readily help their friends to complete tasks together. For instance, 
children eagerly take part in tidying-up activities. They carry boxes of resources 
back to storage areas, helping each other to carry heavier items. All children learn 
to listen to each other and are highly respectful of each other's ideas. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nominated individual, who is also the manager, is highly reflective and 
insightful regarding her own, and staff, practice. She has a really thorough 
oversight of planning, assessment, safeguarding and other aspects of the 
nursery. Her very clear understanding of the future direction of the nursery helps 
her to make clear plans for how she intends to get there. She expects the best 
from her staff and gives them great support to reach their potential. Clear 
recruitment, induction and training procedures ensure that staff are suitable, 
highly knowledgeable and skilled for their roles. Staff feel very well supported. 
They thoroughly enjoy their work and are confident to share any concerns they 
have with management, as their views will be considered.

n The key-person system is highly effective in practice. Staff know their key 
children very well, what children have already learned and what they need to 
know next. Staff use this to build on children's existing skills and all children 
make very strong progress from their starting points. Staff thoroughly 
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understand each child's needs and ensure that all children's needs are met. 
Children's safety is of the highest priority. Staff all have a thorough 
understanding of how to keep children safe and they ensure that children are 
safely supervised and well supported at all times.

n Parents give the nursery the highest praise. They particularly highlight how 
robustly the setting supports their children's emotional needs, how caring the 
staff are, and the considerable progress their children make during their time at 
nursery. They share how special the setting is and how well the staff have 
supported their children where there are any potential delays in their 
development. Staff commit to giving all children, regardless of their level of 
need, the same high-quality access to excellent learning opportunities and 
experiences.

n Staff have a great deal of fun with children, and their enthusiasm and 
commitment to play gives children a great sense of enjoyment in learning. For 
example, staff introduce new books with great excitement, explaining that there 
are 'lots of lift-up flaps, and a pop-up surprise!' As staff bring such enthusiasm to 
the story, children are transfixed by the book and focus extremely well. Staff also 
give many chances for children to ask questions, with plenty of time for them to 
consider and respond, supporting them to recall their existing knowledge and 
build on what they already know.

n Staff plan and deliver activities and experiences that test out whether children 
have learned what they want them to know. For example, children are 
fascinated by the caterpillars that they have hatched from eggs. They recall that 
the caterpillar will eat their own egg for food and point out the holes where they 
are eating the nettle leaves. When reading a story, children point out that the 
caterpillar in the book did not eat their own egg, demonstrating their confidence 
to challenge where they have other knowledge.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 221635

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10338954

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 31

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person
Greenfields Day Nursery (Great Gransden) 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904202

Telephone number 01767 679118

Date of previous inspection 13 July 2018

Information about this early years setting

Greenfields Day Nursery registered in 2000. It operates from the sports pavilion on 
Great Gransden sports field and is privately owned. The nursery employs 11 
members of childcare staff, six of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 2 or 3. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions 
are from 7.45am to 5.45pm, apart from Friday when the nursery closes at 5.30pm. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Naomi Brown
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed activities, indoors and outside, and assessed the impact 
these have on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
and understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are organised. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector had discussions with staff at appropriate times during the 

inspection. 
n The inspector took account of parents' views through verbal and written 

feedback. 
n A meeting was held between the inspector and the manager. The inspector 

looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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