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Homesdale Infant School, 27 The Avenue, DRONFIELD, Derbyshire S18 2LR

Inspection date: 3 October 2024
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Met
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Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are eager to arrive at this relaxed and welcoming club. They are 
enthusiastically welcomed by staff as they talk about their day. Children are thrilled 
to see their friends as they hug one another as they arrive. Children follow routines 
well. Older children independently hang up their belongings before assisting 
younger children to achieve this. Staff listen to children's views and consider these 
when they plan daily activities. For example, children show an interest in 
hairdressing. As a result, staff set up a hairdressing station for children to use and 
develop their imaginative play skills.  

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. Children respond quickly to 
staff instructions. For instance, when staff provide opportunities to go outside, 
children quickly stop what they are doing and tidy away. Staff praise children's 
positive behaviour and good manners, complimenting them when they say, 'excuse 
me' and 'thank you'. 

Children are happy and smile as they enjoy spending time outside in the 
playground of the host school. Staff provide a range of activities for children to take 
part in. Children play well together as they take part in team games. For example, 
older children are physically active as they run around playing football, and others 
take turns developing their hand-eye coordination as they play with the bats and 
ball. Children are extremely happy at this club. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff develop positive relationships with the teachers at the host school. They 
find out what children are learning about during the school day and look at ways 
to complement this learning in the club. For example, when children learn about 
pirates, staff plan a range of activities to follow this theme. This includes reading 
pirate stories and talking to children about what they know about pirates. 
Children pretend to be pirates when they play with their friends.

n Children have access to fresh drinking water throughout their time at the club. 
Staff talk to children about how this will keep them hydrated. Children enjoy a 
range of healthy snacks, including fresh fruits and yoghurts, contributing to a 
healthy diet. However, staff do not yet support children to understand the 
importance of oral hygiene and how this can contribute to being healthy.

n Staff provide opportunities for children to recognise and talk about feelings. For 
example, staff implement a feelings barometer that encourages children to 
identify how they are feeling that day. Children add their names to the chart to 
share feelings with friends and staff, such as happy, excited, tired or mad.

n Staff encourage children to be independent. For example, children pour their 
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drinks and put on their coats. Staff support younger children's growing 
independence well. For example, staff model how to pinch the wrapper and 
provide encouragement for children as they persevere in opening their snack 
packets.

n Staff have strategies in place to reward children's positive behaviour. They use a 
reward jar to help children understand that positive behaviour is desired and 
rewarded. Children receive smiley face counters for listening, following 
instructions and working together as a team. Once the jar is full, staff reward 
children with a special treat which the children choose.

n Staff explain they feel supported by the committee and management team. The 
management team complete regular supervisions to review staff performance 
and offers a range of training courses to support staff development and improve 
outcomes for children.

n Staff work well with parents. Parents appreciate the feedback they receive as 
they collect their children. Parents explain that the staff team are welcoming and 
have developed secure bonds with children. They comment positively about the 
club and are happy that their children are settled.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 206262

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10351678

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 190

Name of registered person Holmesdale Kids Club Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909061

Telephone number 07957 377559

Date of previous inspection 5 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Holmesdale Kids Club registered in 1995 and is situated within the grounds of 
Holmesdale Infant School in Dronfield, Derbyshire. The club employs 10 members 
of childcare staff. Of these, eight hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 
3 or above. The club opens from Monday to Friday, during term time only. Sessions 
are from 7.45am until 9am and from 3.15pm until 6pm. It also offers sessions from 
7.45am until 5pm during school holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Curry
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Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a tour of all areas of the club.
n The inspector observed activities, indoors and outdoors, and the interactions 

between staff and children. 
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection. 
n The inspector carried out an observation of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She reviewed relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the club. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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