
Inspection of OakDin Montessori 
Kindergarten Ltd
67 Perry Street, Billericay, Essex CM12 0NA

Inspection date: 15 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

The nursery curriculum is planned around the principles of Montessori teaching, 
independence and practical life skills. However, children are not always sufficiently 
challenged to extend their learning and build on what they already know. For 
example, staff do not consider potential learning opportunities or provide resources 
to extend learning when planning activities. The routines and organisation of the 
day also have an impact on children's learning opportunities. 

Children initially show an eagerness and enthusiasm to try new things but lose 
interest and move on. For example, children participate in adult-led painting 
activities. They make polar bears using hand prints guided by staff. Some 
conversation takes place during the activity about the habitat of bears, as children 
show an interest. However, this is not extended to enable children to fully explore 
and develop their knowledge further. Children can access quality Montessori 
equipment as this is easily accessible on open shelving. However, the organisation 
of the day and planned adult-led activities mean this is not freely used and has an 
impact on opportunities for children to explore for themselves. Despite this, 
children appear happy and eager to learn. Staff are welcoming, caring, and 
attentive towards the children, and offer cuddles and reassurance when needed. 
Children are polite, behave well and show kindness towards each other. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team does not use staff supervision and monitoring systems 
effectively. Weaknesses in practice are not identified swiftly. As a result, not all 
staff have the best knowledge and understanding of how to provide children 
with rich learning opportunities and challenges to extend their learning. This has 
an impact on the progress children make.

n Management do not have a good knowledge and understanding of reporting 
significant events to Ofsted. However, in this instance the impact on children is 
minimal.

n Parents speak positively about all aspects of the nursery. They say their children 
are happy to attend. Parents comment staff keep them updated on their child's 
progress and communication is good. They comment on their appreciation that 
children's individual cultural backgrounds are acknowledged, and that they are 
welcomed into the nursery to participate in the celebrations.

n Children have formed close bonds with the staff and confidently ask for help 
when needed. Children understand the expectations of the nursery. They behave 
well as the staff are positive role models, who speak respectfully to the children. 
Children enjoy the praise they receive for their efforts.

n Children learn the importance of staying healthy through daily routines. They 
wash their hands following use of the bathroom and when returning from 
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outdoor play. They enjoy fruits for snack and are encouraged to be independent 
as they self-serve and wash up afterwards. However, this is not continued during 
mealtimes. For example, children sit waiting for some time to be served and, on 
occasions, children are fed by the staff, rather than encouraged to feed 
themselves. 

n Children have some opportunities to explore sensory materials, such as dough. 
However, children's creative activities are led by staff and children are guided as 
to how creations should look rather than be encouraged to have a go and 
express themselves and develop their creativity and imagination.

n Babies are cared for by caring staff. They are made comfortable at sleep time 
and can rest peacefully. However the baby room lacks cosy spaces and 
opportunities for children to freely explore a variety of sensory and imaginative 
play opportunities. 

n Children enjoy some opportunities to play outdoors in the garden. They have 
fun, running, climbing, and learn to negotiate space as they ride bicycles. They 
enjoy digging and filling buckets with bark. However, the organisation and 
routines in place have an impact on children's learning as they often have to 
stop what they are doing to move on to something else.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
improve supervision and monitoring of 
staff practice and seek professional 
development opportunities for staff that 
improves their knowledge about how 
children learn and how to provide an 
ambitious and challenging play 
environment

21/02/2025

improve knowledge of what constitutes a 
significant event that must be notified to 
Ofsted.

21/02/2025

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n help staff to provide opportunities for children to develop higher levels of 
imagination and creativity 

n improve opportunities for babies and young children to explore a range of role-
play resources and sensory play opportunities to enable them to develop their 
own play and ideas

n improve the organisation and routines of the day to ensure that all children are 
fully engaged and play is not interrupted

n provide children with a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities that 
engages them more successfully in purposeful play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 203835

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10368108

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908312

Telephone number 01277 633055

Date of previous inspection 8 March 2019

Information about this early years setting

OakDin Montessori Kindergarten Ltd registered in 2000 and is situated in Billericay, 
Essex. The nursery employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold an 
appropriate early years qualification at level 2 or above. The nursery opens Monday 
to Friday, for 51 weeks of the year from 7am until 7pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for children between nine months and four years of age.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Hartigan
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Inspection activities

n The manager showed the inspector around the areas that children access, and 
they discussed how staff organise the nursery and plan the curriculum and 
experiences for children.

n The inspector and nursery manager carried out a joint observation.
n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 

times during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at a sample of the nursery documents. This included 

evidence about staff's suitability and training.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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