
Childminder report

Inspection date: 28 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children show they feel safe and have formed secure attachments with the 
childminder and her assistant. Young children readily approach the childminder for 
comfort when they become tired or hungry and she offers them a cuddle. Older 
children are keen to share their news, such as their recent trip to a safari park with 
their cousin where they saw the monkeys. Children concentrate well and spend 
long periods engaged in their play. Children use their imaginations well as they 
make a city with blocks and describe the 'baddies' and the 'joker'. Young children 
learn simple mathematical language such as 'tall' and 'big'. Older children use 
mathematical language in their play and count the blocks with confidence.

The childminder has a clear intent for her curriculum. She knows what she wants 
the children to learn and the skills they need to gain in readiness for their next 
stage in learning, including school. She puts in place good support for children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who receive additional 
funding. As a result, all children make good progress from their starting points and 
any gaps in learning are closing. However, the childminder does not monitor her 
assistant's practice. She does not offer coaching and support to ensure her 
assistant is fully aware of his role and that practice continually evolves on the 
occasions he is working with her.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder is skilled in helping children to manage their feelings and 
emotions when they struggle to regulate these themselves. She is calm and 
reassuring and helps children quickly find solutions and settle down. Children 
learn to play together cooperatively and to share and take turns. The 
childminder boosts children's self-confidence. As children show pride in the city 
they have built with blocks, she asks if they want her to send a photo of it to 
their parents, for example.  

n The childminder knows the children extremely well and offers effective support 
to help them learn the changes in routines. For example, when children are 
ready to move to school, she makes them a physical education (PE) bag for their 
PE kit. Children have regular opportunities to get changed so they are confident 
when starting school.

n The childminder reports that she has positive partnerships with parents. She 
offers them advice and guidance, such as on healthy eating, potty training and 
consistent bedtime routines. The childminder shares lots of photos of their 
children's achievements with parents through an online app. This means parents 
are kept informed about their children's learning. However, the childminder does 
not have effective communication with staff at other settings the children attend 
to share good practice ideas in how to support children consistently. 
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n Children's communication and language are developing well. Children join in with 
singing and enjoy listening to and talking about stories. The childminder 
encourages older children to recall past events, for example when they saw the 
workers mowing the lawns at the park and using the blower to blow away the 
grass. 

n Children have plenty of opportunities to be outside to develop their physical 
skills and their awareness of the local community. They visit parks to use the 
various equipment and learn about nature. They visit local groups where they 
socialise with others to build their confidence in social situations.   

n The childminder has made significant improvements to her practice following a 
recent incident that she notified Ofsted about. She immediately reviewed her 
risk assessments and has put in place several new rigorous safety and security 
measures. The incident has no impact on children's safety.

n Children have lots of opportunities to use their imaginations. They engage in 
pretend play and go off in their spaceship, acting out different roles. However, 
when making models, the childminder does not encourage older children to 
solve problems for themselves. The childminder over-directs the children, telling 
them what parts they may need for their robots and how they can join these 
together using stickers. This does not encourage them to problem-solve to 
challenge their learning even further. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a sound knowledge of child protection and safeguarding 
children issues. She keeps up to date with training. She knows who to contact 
should she have concerns about the welfare of a child or if an allegation is made 
against her or her assistant. The childminder helps children learn about their own 
safety, for example reminding them to tidy away the toys from the floor before 
they sit down to have their snack. She explains that this is so they do not trip over 
them.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
provide monitoring, coaching and 
support for any assistants working with 
the children.

14/08/2023

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n establish links with other settings that children attend to offer consistency in 
their care and learning

n provide more opportunities for older and most-able children to solve problems 
for themselves to challenge their learning further. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 161666

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10300382

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 19 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2000. She lives in Corsham, Wiltshire. The 
childminder provides care for children from 7am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, all 
year round. She sometimes works with her partner, who is registered as an 
assistant. The childminder receives funding for the provision of free early education 
for children aged three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Charlotte Jenkin
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Inspection activities

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider. 

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
provider. 

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about her intentions for children's 
learning.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact this was having on children's learning. 
n The childminder discussed an activity with the inspector and evaluated the 

impact on children's learning.
n The childminder made some documents available for the inspector to sample, 

including training certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Childminder report
28 June 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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