
Childminder report

Inspection date: 30 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are extremely happy in the childminder's care. On arrival, they excitedly 
enter her welcoming house, eager to start playing with their friends. The 
environment is inviting, and children quickly become engaged in play. The 
childminder is clear about what she wants children to learn and why. She knows 
the children very well. She follows their interest to plan activities that support and 
extend their learning. For example, she knows children's interests are around 
sounds and making noise, so uses these to support the development of their 
listening skills. Together, they make simple rhythms with shakers and play guess 
the animal sounds. Children are making good progress and meeting their 
developmental goals.

The childminder is a good role model. She is very calm and relaxed in her 
approach, and speaks to the children in a gentle way. Children follow her lead, 
relaxed in their play and friendly with each other. They behave well. For example, 
children notice when someone drops a special toy, and pick it up and hand it back 
to the owner. The childminder praises the children for their kindness, who beam 
with pride. If children do need support with their behaviour, they get it in a very 
gentle, peaceful way, and respond well to the childminder's input.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children who prefer to learn outside are well supported as the childminder takes 
them to local parks, farms and playgroups daily, exploring their local area. They 
have many opportunities to develop their physical skills as they walk, run, and 
climb on the different play equipment. They discuss how their legs are getting 
stronger as they walk up hills, with even the youngest children enjoying the 
challenge. 

n The childminder reflects on her setting, ensuring it meets the needs of the 
current children in her care. She completes professional development training, 
and attends playgroups where she discusses ideas and latest practices with 
other childminders, to help her keep up to date with current early years practice. 

n Parents love the care and attention the childminder gives their children. They 
love that she is flexible to the needs of their family, and she knows their children 
so well. They know what their children are doing as the childminder shares what 
has been happening during the day, and how they can extend their children's 
learning at home. 

n The childminder uses routine times to help children learn simple mathematics. 
For example, at snack time she cuts up the grapes and counts with the children 
as she puts the pieces on their plate. She uses mathematical language at tidy up 
time as she asks young children for 'one more' of the cards, for example. 

n Very young children, nervous of the sound of power tools in a neighbouring 
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house, go to the childminder for reassuring cuddles. The childminder turns the 
noise into a game, as they make different sounds with their mouths such as 
'zoom zoom noises together, then sing songs, supporting their language 
development. Children soon forget their fears and happily join in with singing. 

n Occasionally, the childminder misses opportunities to extend children's learning 
further. For example, when children tip out matching games, the childminder 
helps them tidy it away, without seeing if they want to play. At snack time, she 
cuts fruit in front of the children, with little discussion of what the fruit is. 

n During the inspection, a breach of requirements was identified. The childminder 
had not notified Ofsted of a new household member. However, this does not 
have an impact on minded children as the household member is never left 
unsupervised around the children and suitability checks have been started for 
this person.

n The childminder has lovely relationships with the children and knows their 
learning needs well. She encourages those more reluctant to speak to join in 
with much-loved songs and rhymes. She pauses, allowing children time to join in 
with a favourite word or action. The childminder knows who to contact should 
children need extra support with their learning. 

n Children are learning to be independent. Right from a young age, they feed 
themselves, look for their own shoes and get support to put on their coats. They 
receive praise for their efforts and smile, supporting them to build up high self-
esteem.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more challenge for children to extend their learning further.

Inspection report: Childminder report
30 April 2024 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 150681

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10335094

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 1

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 2

Date of previous inspection 5 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2001. She lives in the Windmill Hill area of Bristol. 
The childminder holds a relevant early years qualification at level 2. She is open all 
year round on Monday to Wednesday from 8am to 5.30pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Neenan

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The childminder spoke to the inspector about children's learning and 

development with a particular focus on communication and language. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, and assessed 

the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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