
Inspection of Evering Road Playgroup
Landfield Community Hall, Stellman Close, Clapton E5 8QZ

Inspection date: 5 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle with ease and are happy and comfortable in their surroundings. 
Staff have high expectations for all children and plan a range of fun activities. For 
instance, children enjoy learning about different vegetables and herbs as they 
smell, taste and discuss them. They also enjoy singing songs with props and 
reading stories that introduce new vocabulary and animal names. Children showed 
delight when engaging in role play about being mechanics. Staff supported their 
play effectively and introduced new language such as 'destination' and 'reversing'. 
Children have good opportunities to play outdoors and to develop their physical 
skills, for example, when riding on tricycles and participating in a weekly yoga 
session. This contributes towards them leading active and healthy lifestyles. 
Children show good engagement and are given ongoing support to help them to 
understand about expected behaviour and boundaries. This supports children to 
behave well. Staff are attentive to children's learning needs, however, on occasion, 
they do not offer challenges to extend children's learning to the highest level. 
Children have good opportunities to learn about different backgrounds and 
cultures. This was apparent when they made decorations for Chinese New Year 
and discussed Black History Month, for example. This helps children to respect 
each other's similarities and differences.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders' self-evaluation of the strengths of the setting and areas for 
development is accurate. Leaders have worked hard since their last inspection to 
address the actions raised and to make improvements to the playgroup. 

n Staff are committed to their roles and plan a variety of experiences to help 
children develop new knowledge and skills. They support children's learning well. 
For example, they regularly model new language and provide commentary on 
children's play. Children are keen to take part and show eagerness to learn. 
They make good progress during their time at the playgroup. 

n Staff obtain detailed information from parents when children first start about 
what children already know and can do. This helps them to plan suitable 
activities to support their individual needs right from the outset. Staff display 
good knowledge of individual children's needs. On occasion, however, staff do 
not use questioning to full effect to extend children's thinking skills and provide 
more challenge in their learning. 

n Parents express high levels of satisfaction and appreciation. They state that staff 
are very caring and welcoming and provide good levels of consistency for their 
children's care. They say that they like the nurturing atmosphere created and 
feel their children make good progress. 

n Staff are positive role models and are very kind. They provide children with 
frequent praise and encouragement and recognise their new achievements. This 
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helps to build children's self-esteem and confidence. All children and families are 
welcomed and valued. 

n There is a strong culture of working in partnership with other professionals and 
settings that children attend to support children's learning. This is evident when 
speech and language therapists and educational psychologists visit the 
playgroup to offer suggestions to support children's next steps in learning. 

n Staff update their knowledge to further support children's personal needs and 
learning. For instance, staff learn sign language and use visual aids to support 
children's development. 

n Children's eventual move on to school is supported extremely well. This is 
evident when staff make photograph books of children's new teachers, 
classroom and uniform to help them to settle more smoothly. They also have 
visits to the school to talk to children's future teachers. 

n Staff organise the environment well to provide plenty of opportunity for children 
to make choices about their play. This is apparent as children enjoy exploring 
animal puzzles, playing in sand and experimenting with play dough. Children 
show good levels of independence and enjoy trying new things for the first time. 

n Mealtimes are social occasions. Staff use this time to discuss healthy foods and 
the importance of eating a variety of foods to help children grow. 

n Although leaders monitor staff practice and provide ongoing support, this is not 
sharply focused on raising the quality of individual teaching to the very highest 
level. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff complete regular safeguarding training. They are able to discuss possible 
signs that may indicate that children's safety and welfare are at risk. They also 
understand the correct procedures to follow to report any concerns and seek 
external support and advice. Staff update their Disclosure and Barring Service 
checks regularly and sign declarations that they are suitable for their roles. This 
contributes towards keeping children safe. Staff complete daily checks and risk 
assessments to help ensure all areas of the playgroup, both indoors and outdoors, 
are safe and suitable. 
 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on the good teaching already in place to extend and challenge children's 
learning during play

n strengthen the monitoring of staff performance, focusing precisely on how staff 
can raise the quality of teaching to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 144574

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10100406

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 23

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Evering Road Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904701

Telephone number 0208 533 5961

Date of previous inspection 26 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Evering Road Playgroup registered in 1992. It operates from the Clapton area of 
the London Borough of Hackney. The provider employs nine staff who work directly 
with children. Staff hold a range of childcare qualifications, from level 2 to level 6. 
The playgroup is open each weekday from 9am to 3.30pm during term time.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy Mckenzie

Inspection activities

n A learning walk was completed by the manager and inspector. 
n The inspector spoke to a number of parents and considered their views. 
n The manager and inspector observed the learning opportunities for children 

during a planned activity. 
n The inspector held a leadership discussion with the manager to discuss 

improvements and ongoing plans to maintain good-quality care and learning. 
n A range of essential documentation was viewed, such as staff qualification 

certificates and Disclosure and Barring Service check information. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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