Oféted

raising standards
improving lives

Inspection of St Matthias Pre-School &
Childcare Centre

Babbacombe Road, Torquay, Devon TQ1 1HW

Inspection date: 29 November 2024
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

. . Good
inspection



Oféted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children arrive eager to play with their friends. They learn in a home-from-home
environment where they feel safe and secure. There is an effective key-person
system. Children benefit from warm, trusting relationships with staff who know
them well. Staff ensure that there are exciting opportunities for learning based on
children's stages of development. They encourage children to take managed risks
in the well-equipped outdoor learning area. Children demonstrate particularly good
physical skills. They confidently jump from one log to another and pull themselves
up onto swings made from tyres. Staff support children as they learn to climb on
low-level branches and climb up and down a wooden ramp into a tree house.
Children demonstrate very good levels of perseverance for their ages.

Staff provide children with a varied and progressive curriculum. They carefully
consider what children know and need to know next. Children demonstrate
particularly good skills in mathematics, confidently counting and recognising
shapes. Staff have high expectations of what children can do for themselves. They
support them to become more independent over time. For instance, they patiently
teach children how to put on their own coats. Staff have a shared understanding of
how they intend to build on children's knowledge and provide a consistent
approach to their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W Staff provide a range of rich experiences for children. For example, they organise
visits to a care home where children take part in activities with the residents,
including a recent harvest festival celebration. Staff help children to learn about
diversity and promote a sense of community with the children. They also work
closely alongside the members of the local church, such as, to provide
opportunities for children to find out about the stories in the Bible.

W Staff promote a love of reading very well. They carefully chose good-quality
books that develop children's understanding in different areas of the curriculum,
such as mathematics. Children join in as staff enthusiastically read to them. For
instance, they delight as they pretend to be the birds in a story by waddling their
legs and flapping their arms alongside staff.

m Staff plan for group activities to help develop children's knowledge and skills
over time. However, while staff usually present information clearly, they do not
regularly check children's understanding to ensure that they know what they
should be doing. At these times, activities become less meaningful, and children
do not always complete the intended task.

m Staff identify children who have special educational needs and/or disabilities
effectively. They work closely in partnership with parents and other professionals
to provide children with targeted support linked to their individual needs. Staff
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consider when children need additional support with the transition to school and
forge good links with local schools to aid this process.

Staff support children who learn English as an additional language well. They
provide effective help through their 'languages champion' initiative, which
promotes the inclusion of different languages being spoken and understood
across the setting. For example, staff learn nursery rhymes in children's home
languages and sing these to children throughout the day.

Children are inquisitive. Staff build well on children's curiosity and develop their
understanding of the world around them. For instance, children delight as they
find worms under logs in the outdoor area. Staff help them to carefully hold
them in their hands and then place them back on the ground. Children
demonstrate great care and respect for the environment.

Children are keen to learn. They listen intently to staff and respond positively to
them. However, on occasion, staff do not notice when the quieter, less-confident
children are not joining in with activities. They do not always intervene quickly to
support these children to engage fully in the activities on offer.

Staff are knowledgeable and passionate about their roles. With leaders, they
regularly assess the impact of their work on children's learning and have a clear
vision on how to strengthen their offer to children. They take part in regular
supervision and training linked to key priorities. Staff work very well alongside
each other to provide inclusive care and education to the children in the setting.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B build in frequent opportunities during activities for staff to check children's

understanding so they benefit fully from taking part in the learning task

B target support more effectively to quieter, less-confident children to help

increase their confidence and engagement, particularly during group activities.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll

Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number
Telephone number

Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

139479

Torbay

10367264

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
2to 11

28
47

The Management Committee St Matthias
Pre-School Committee

RP911060

01803 215 068
1 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

St Matthias Pre-School & Childcare Centre registered in 2001 and is located in
Torquay, Devon. It is open Monday to Friday, from 8.45am until 3.15pm, during
term times. The setting also provides an after-school club from 3.15pm until
5.30pm, Monday to Thursday, and an occasional holiday club for children aged 5 to
11. The pre-school provides funded early years education to children aged two-,
three- and four-years-old. There are five members of staff. Of these, one holds an
appropriate qualification at level 5 and four hold childcare qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Leanne Edge
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Inspection activities

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

B The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.

B Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector spoke with the nhominated individual about the leadership and
management of the setting.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation in the outdoor
area.

B Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

B The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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