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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

OVERALL EVALUATION

This is a good school which is poised ready to fly and is very well placed to become a very good
school, once the newly appointed headteacher has had the time to put into effect systems to
implement his vision. It has many strengths and provides its pupils, who come from diverse
backgrounds and cultures, with a good quality of education. The quality of teaching is good

with examples of excellent practice. Standards are rising and pupils generally achieve well in
relation to their prior attainment. Overall the school is very well led and managed by the

headteacher, deputy headteacher, key staff and governors, and provides good value for money.

The school’s main strengths and weaknesses are:

•  Pupils achieve well and standards are rising because of commitment of staff to ensure that all
groups of pupils are fully included in all aspects of school life.

•  Standards in religious education are above the expectations of the locally agreed syllabus and
pupils’ achievements are very good.

•  Standards in English, mathematics and science could be higher and above average attainers
could be challenged further.

•  Provision for children in the Foundation Stage, those with special educational needs and those
with English as an additional language, is very good so they make good progress.

•  Pupils’ achievements in foundation subjects1, whilst satisfactory overall, could be improved with
further attention given to medium-term planning and the development of assessment.

•  Pupils love school; they have very good attitudes to learning and behave very well due to the very
good provision for their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

•  The quality of teaching is good with examples of excellent teaching in Year 3 and Year 6.
•  The school is very well led by the headteacher, deputy headteacher, key staff and governors.
•  The school has very good systems for tracking pupils’ progress in English and mathematics.

There has been good improvement since the last inspection of 1998. The strengths previously
identified have been maintained. Pupils’ achievements throughout the school have improved and the
care of pupils has also improved. Standards in information and communication technology (ICT) are
now average and pupils’ achievements are good. Resources have improved. Teaching has
improved, with more examples of excellent teaching but there is still room for improvement in
curriculum planning, and assessment and its use in subjects other than English and mathematics.

STANDARDS ACHIEVED

all schools similar schoolsResults in National
Curriculum tests at the end
of Year 6, compared with: 2001 2002 2003 2003

English D C C C

mathematics C D D D

science E D D D

Key: A - well above average; B – above average; C – average; D – below average; E – well below average
Similar schools are those whose pupils attained similarly at the end of Year 2.

Standards are rising and pupils’ achievements in relation to their prior attainment are good.
In the 2003 national tests pupils did very well to attain average standards in English by the end of

                                                
1 Foundation subjects – subjects other than English, mathematics, science, information and communication technology and religious
education
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Year 6. They just missed average standards in mathematics and science, but this particular group
had a high percentage of pupils with special educational needs and English as an additional
language. In Year 2, national test results showed that standards in reading, mathematics and
science were below the national averages; in writing they were average. Inspection findings show
that pupils’ attainment on entry to Year 1 was below that expected nationally. Whilst standards in
speaking and listening, writing, mathematics and science are just below the national averages by the
end of Year 2 and Year 6, pupils’ achievements are good in relation to their prior attainment; higher
attaining pupils could be challenged more. In religious education, pupils exceed the expectations of
the locally agreed syllabus and achieve very well in relation to their prior attainment. In ICT, standards
meet the expectations for seven and eleven year olds and achievements are good. In other subjects
pupils achieve average standards, but their achievements are only satisfactory. Children in the
Foundation Stage of learning achieve well and attain the early learning goals in physical
development, personal, social and emotional development, creative development and knowledge and
understanding of the world. They do not, however, attain them in communication, language and
literacy and in mathematical development. From a well below average level of attainment on entry to
nursery, children achieve well. Pupils’ attitudes, values and personal qualities, including

behaviour, are very good. Pupils with special educational needs and speaking English as an
additional language achieve well in their learning.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION

The school provides a good quality of education and extra-curricular activities are very good.
Teaching is good with excellent features. The headteacher has created a highly competent team of
teachers who are not swayed by the many challenges they face. There are very good tracking
systems for recording pupils’ progress in English and mathematics. Pupils receive good care and
support and are well looked after by the staff. Links with parents are good and there are very effective
relationships with the local secondary schools and the community.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

The leadership of the newly appointed headteacher, the deputy headteacher, key staff and governors
is very good. Management is good. Governors fulfil their duties very well and hold the school
accountable for the standards that pupils attain. Co-ordinators of subjects fulfil their duties well and
there is very good leadership and management of pupils with special educational needs and those
having English as an additional language.

PARENTS’ AND PUPILS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

Both parents and pupils are happy with the school and are consulted on all aspects of school life.

IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED

The most important things the school should do to improve are:
•  Raise standards in English, mathematics, science and all foundation subjects.
•  Develop medium-term planning so that expectations of what different groups of pupils should

achieve are clearly defined.
•  Improve assessment procedures and use the data produced to plan the next steps in pupils’

learning, especially for higher attaining pupils.
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PART B: COMMENTARY ON THE INSPECTION FINDINGS

STANDARDS ACHIEVED BY PUPILS

Standards achieved in areas of learning and subjects

Pupils’ achievement is good overall in spite of standards being just below the national averages in
English, mathematics and science at the end of Year 2 and Year 6.

Main strengths and weaknesses

•  Pupils’ achievements are good overall. Pupils with special educational needs and English as an
additional language make good progress, but standards in English, mathematics and science
are just below the national averages.

•  Higher attaining pupils generally make satisfactory progress but their achievement could be even
better if more emphasis were placed upon using data from the good assessment procedures in
English and mathematics to move them on in their learning.

•  Pupils’ achievements in the foundation subjects are satisfactory overall, but they could be better
with improved curriculum planning and assessment procedures.

•  Standards in religious education exceed the expectations of the locally agreed syllabus and all
groups of pupils achieve well.

•  Children in the Foundation Stage of learning achieve well and attain the early learning goals in
personal, social and emotional development, knowledge and understanding of the world, physical
development and creative development, but do not attain these goals in communication,
language and literacy and mathematical development.

•  ICT is used well to support pupils’ learning, and standards have improved since the last
inspection.

•  There is still work to be done in developing pupils’ satisfactory skills in experimental and
investigative science, in both the infants and the juniors.

Commentary

Standards in national tests at the end of Year 2 – average point scores in 2003

Standards in: School results National results

Reading 15.3 (15.9) 15.7 (15.8)

Writing 14.9 (14.4) 14.6 (14.4)

Mathematics 15.4 (16.1) 16.3 (15.5)

There were 83 pupils in the year group. Figures in brackets are for the previous year.

Standards in national tests at the end of Year 6 – average point scores in 2003

Standards in: School results National results

English 26.8 (26.7) 26.8 (27.00)

Mathematics 26.4 (26.5) 26.8 (26.7)

Science 27.8 (27.6) 28.6 (28.3)

There were 87 pupils in the year group. Figures in brackets are for the previous year.

1 The 2003 national test results show that, in comparison with all schools by the end of Year 2,
standards in reading and writing are below the national average and standards in mathematics
are in line with the national average. Teacher assessments indicate that standards in science
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are below the national average. By the end of Year 6, standards in English are in line with the
national average and are below national averages in mathematics and science.

2 In comparison with similar schools, based upon the percentage of free school meals uptake,
standards by the end of Year 2 are below the national average in reading, average in writing
and well below in mathematics. In relation to pupils’ prior attainment, by the end of Year 6,
standards in English are average and are below average in mathematics and science. In the
infants and the juniors, the trend in the school’s average for all core subjects2 was broadly in
line with that found nationally.

3 In the juniors, the girls did better than the boys in English, but there were no differences in
attainment by gender in the infants. The school has recognised that boys need to be
encouraged further in order to develop their writing skills. During the inspection, there were no
distinctions to be found in attainment by gender. In the infants and juniors too few pupils
achieved the higher levels according to the test results in English, mathematics and science,
but the percentage of pupils achieving average levels was higher than average in Year 6. This
represents good achievement. The school faces many challenges, these being:

•  An above average number of pupils have English as an additional language;
•  The numbers of pupils coming to and leaving school other than at the normal times of

admission are high. Out of the present Year 6, approximately half of the pupils did not start
their education at this school. The highest turnover of pupils is in the juniors;

•  A high percentage of pupils have learning difficulties, although this varies from year to year;
•  Several pupils have refugee status and do not speak any English;
•  A large number of pupils take extended holidays in term time.

4 By the end of both Year 2 and Year 6 pupils’ speaking and listening skills are below average.
Pupils can sequence events appropriately, create context and use pronouns effectively, but
sometimes they confuse their tenses and struggle with using a range of descriptive
vocabulary. Furthermore, the oldest pupils struggle with summing up contributory factors to
why things happened the way they did, which is most evident in their evaluations of scientific
experiments. Pupils’ listening skills are better than their speaking skills. Pupils listen attentively
to their teachers and to one another, and are spellbound by the very good choice of themes
explored during acts of collective worship.

5 Standards in reading are just below average by the end of Year 2 and Year 6. Higher attainers
read with confidence and use punctuation well to accentuate pauses and moments of
suspension but, nevertheless, struggle with applying the higher order skills of inference and
deduction when evaluating texts. In the infants, whilst pupils can read, a large proportion do not
fully comprehend what they have read.

6 Standards in writing are below average by the end of Year 2 and Year 6, but they are rising due
to good quality teaching. Pupils in both the infants and the juniors are given good opportunities
to talk and read, then write. This enables them to have the model of the structure of the
sentences that they want to write and promotes good learning. However, pupils struggle with
spelling and many of them have difficulty in remembering how to spell subject-specific words,
although their spelling is phonetically justifiable. The teaching of phonics is proving to be
effective.

7 In mathematics, pupils have a good knowledge of the four rules of number by the end of Year 2
and Year 6, and many pupils in the juniors know their times tables well. They struggle with
solving problems, however, because many of them cannot articulate fully the mathematical
strategy to be used because of their linguistic barriers to learning.

                                                
2 Core subjects – English, mathematics, science, information and communication technology and religious education
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8 By the end of Year 2 and Year 6, in science, standards are just below average and pupils
achieve well in relation to their prior attainment. Whilst they know a lot of scientific facts, they
do not always know how to set up and evaluate experiments using a range of recording
devices. This is because there is an over-reliance on worksheets which restricts pupils’
recording skills. Pupils struggle with evaluating their findings, especially in relation to explaining
whether their predictions match the outcomes of experiments. Whilst pupils learn the correct
key words and scientific terminology, too few opportunities are provided for developing
extended writing skills in science.

9 Overall, higher attainers, whilst making satisfactory progress, could be challenged further. This
is because, as yet, the data from assessments is not used sufficiently well to plan the next
steps in pupils’ learning.

10 The school deals with the challenges it is presented with in a very positive manner and this
contributes to the good, and often very good, levels of pupils’ achievement. The school is totally
committed to giving each pupil the very best start in life, this is amply demonstrated by:

•  The very good leadership of the newly appointed headteacher who gives clear educational
direction and has proved to be a very effective classroom practitioner and assessment co-
ordinator;

•  The very good analysis of data undertaken by the headteacher and co-ordinators and the
effective tracking of pupils’ progress;

•  The very good governance of the school by the governing body which holds staff
accountable for the standards that pupils attain;

•  The very good leadership and management of key staff, the special educational needs co-
ordinator and the co-ordinator for pupils who have English as an additional language;

•  The school’s commitment to the quality of opportunity for all of its pupils;
•  The very good provision for children in the Foundation Stage of learning who get off to a

good start in becoming familiar with classroom routines and acquiring basic language
skills;

•  The good care that the school takes of its pupils for both their emotional and academic
needs;

•  The good links with parents, who are seen as true partners in their children’s education and
are consulted on all aspects of school life. Parents work well with the school and are rightly
seen as improving their children’s progress;

•  The very good provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development,
resulting in very good personal development and very good attitudes to learning;

•  The very good opportunities provided for pupils to participate in extra-curricular activities;
•  The hard work, dedication, professionalism and overall good quality of teaching by teachers

and support staff, who are totally dedicated to the pupils in their care.

11 Inspection findings show that standards in the core subjects of English, mathematics and
science are just below national expectations and, overall, pupils’ achievements are good, with
examples of very good achievement seen in classes in Years 2, 3 and 6. In these classes
some of the teaching was excellent and pupils hung on to every word that their teachers said.
In ICT, pupils attain average standards and achieve well in relation to their prior attainment. The
ICT computer club is very well attended and pupils are glued to the screens, and are so
involved in their work that, when the bell goes for lessons, they do not want to leave their work.
In religious education, pupils exceed the expectations of the locally agreed syllabus and make
very good gains in learning, achieving very well in relation to their prior attainment.

12 No judgement can be made on design and technology, geography, art and design or physical
education, as these subjects were not seen in sufficient depth and did not provide the focus for
inspection. Provision in these subjects is satisfactory overall and all groups of pupils enjoy a
balanced curriculum with good opportunities to work with local industry on design and
technology projects.
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13 Provision for children in the Foundation Stage of learning is very good. Since the previous
inspection, attainment on entry has deteriorated and there are more children entering the
nursery with speech and language problems or underdeveloped personal, social and emotional
skills. Children in the nursery and Foundation Stage make good progress overall, attaining the
early learning goals in personal, social and emotional development, knowledge and
understanding of the world and in physical and creative development. However, they do not
attain these goals in communication, language and literacy and mathematical development,
due to many barriers to learning that these children experience.

14 Provision for pupils who have English as an additional language and special educational needs
is good. These pupils’ progress is meticulously checked by the very efficient co-ordinators and
they are well supported in lessons by the well-informed support staff. These pupils are catered
for particularly well in lessons where teachers make every effort to check their understanding
and to explain subject-specific vocabulary. This has a very positive effect on their achievement
because they are clear about what they need to do and feel secure in their learning.

15 In the foundation subjects seen during the week of the inspection, pupils made good progress,
but over time their achievements are only satisfactory because, as yet, assessment systems
are underdeveloped and too much time in lessons is spent on whole-class teaching. As a
result higher attaining pupils making satisfactory progress by consolidating skills and
understanding, but without always being stretched sufficiently, especially in undertaking
extended writing tasks. Although standards as judged by inspection findings are below national
averages in English, mathematics and science, pupils’ achievements are good and this has
improved since the previous inspection, especially in Year 3 and Year 5. Standards have risen
in ICT and improvement has been good. Teachers have undergone rigorous training and
resources have improved considerably. High standards in religious education have been
maintained since the previous inspection. There are no major weaknesses in progress in the
juniors, although a very small percentage of unsatisfactory teaching was seen in science in
Year 5 and Year 6, an issue of which the headteacher is aware

16 Overall, the school is doing well by its pupils and standards are ready to rise because of the
effective systems of school self-evaluation and the successful implementation of the issues
identified in the previous inspection.

Pupils’ attitudes, values and other personal qualities

Pupils’ attitudes and behaviour are very good as a result of good teaching and very good provision
for their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Attendance and punctuality are
satisfactory.

Main strengths and weaknesses

•  Pupils show very good interest in learning, concentrate very well and are enthusiastic.
•  Their behaviour is very good in lessons and around the school.
•  Relationships between pupils and between pupils and adults are very good.
•  Pupils are very willing to take responsibility. They are confident and supportive of one another.
•  Pupils show good respect for one another’s feelings and beliefs.
•  The attendance rate is just below the national average but improving.
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Commentary

Attendance in the latest complete reporting year (%)

Authorised absence Unauthorised absence

School data 4.3 School data 0.6

National data 5.4 National data 0.4

The table gives the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Ethnic background of pupils Exclusions in the last school year

Categories used in the Annual School Census
No of pupils

on roll

Number of
fixed period
exclusions

Number of
permanent
exclusions

White – British 54 0 0

White – any other White background 5 0 0

Mixed – White and Black Caribbean 7 0 0

Mixed – White and Asian 12 0 0

Asian or Asian British – Indian 378 0 0

Asian or Asian British – Pakistani 47 0 0

Asian or Asian British – Bangladeshi 8 0 0

Black or Black British – Caribbean 9 0 0

Black or Black British – African 19 0 0

Any other ethnic group 31 0 0

The table gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the number of pupils excluded.

17 At all stages, pupils enjoy school and all it has to offer. Children in the Foundation Stage class
settle quickly into school routines and interact very well with the older children in the class.
They attain the early learning goals in personal, social and emotional development because of
the very secure routines set up for them. Pupils have very good attitudes to learning and want
to do well. They are highly articulate and keen to enter into discussion. They listen well to the
views of others, co-operate very well and are very trustworthy. Pupils nearly always respond
very well to teachers’ high expectations of them and are confident, friendly and polite. In an
excellent assembly celebrating Remembrance Day, led by the headteacher , the pupils listened
spellbound as he explained the need to remember all those who gave up their lives for freedom
of speech and democracy.

18 Behaviour is very good throughout the school in lessons, assemblies and playtimes,
confirming the views of the parents who responded to the questionnaire. The Remembrance
Day assembly included reminders of the contributions made by Commonwealth countries
during the two World Wars. Pupils respect their teachers, who offer them very good examples
of courtesy, fairness and encouragement to ‘reach for the stars’.

19 Although there are few school rules, pupils are very well aware of how they should behave and
fully understand the difference between right and wrong. The recently revised behaviour policy
was discussed with parents and pupils. The comprehensive system of rewards and sanctions
is very effective and valued by pupils. No bullying or harassment was observed during the
inspection and pupils knew what they should do if it should occur. The degree of racial
harmony is extremely high. The racial incident file shows the number of reported incidents to
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be low. Pupils are valued for their uniqueness and every step is taken to remove any barriers to
learning these pupils might have.

20 Pupils are very enterprising and respond very well to the many very good opportunities for
taking responsibility. Relationships between pupils and adults and among the pupils
themselves are very good and this security gives pupils confidence to ask questions. For
example, in an excellent Year 3 religious education lesson on the life of Guru Nanak, pupils
were spellbound by the teacher’s brilliant creation of atmosphere: their excellent relationship
with him encouraged them to share their ideas. Pupils are keen to take part in school activities
and participation in extra-curricular activities is high. The school’s emphasis on values
pertaining to ‘the higher self’, such as respect, trust, honour and integrity, underpins the
school’s practices.

21 Attendance and punctuality are now satisfactory. Authorised absence is above average
because, despite the school’s requests, many parents take their children on extended holidays
in term time. The school has good procedures to monitor these pupils and to ensure that their
learning is not affected at all. A number of pupils arrive in the school and then leave at very
short notice because of temporary housing by the local authority. Staff now monitor attendance
effectively, an improvement on the last report. Unauthorised absence is low. There have been
no exclusions for the last 30 years and this is testimony to the school’s very good capacity to
meet the needs of its pupils.

22 The ethos and the social and moral development of the pupils are very good, as they were at
the time of the last inspection. Pupils behave with consideration for others and have a well-
developed sense of how their behaviour might affect others. In discussions, pupils particularly
liked the atmosphere of the school and felt confident that they could ask for help at any time
from any adult in the school. Staff are good role models, presenting a calm, thoughtful
approach to life and the school and discussing issues with pupils during the school day. The
school council makes a real contribution to the development of the school – for example, their
ideas for wet playtimes have helped to make behaviour much better and the introduction of
peer mediation has been at their instigation. The personal, social and health education
programme is thoughtfully covered through areas of the curriculum as well as through
timetabled lessons, assemblies and circle time, when pupils discuss their feelings.

23 Provision for pupils’ spiritual and cultural development is very good, an improvement on the last
inspection. For example, the ‘Tree of Wishes’ in the foyer gives pupils the opportunity to
express their hopes for a better world without war or strife. Pupils frequently reflect on the
beliefs of others through religious education and during collective worship. They show very
good self-knowledge in discussions. Displays of different places of worship help pupils to
understand how people of different faiths gather together. Acts of collective worship make a
very valuable contribution to pupils’ spiritual awareness. Pupils study their own community
through the visits and activities provided for them. Year 5 pupils correspond by email with
others in a nearby predominantly white school, to help both communities to understand
different ways of life, customs and beliefs. This very good programme is having a positive
effect on pupils’ emerging skills of citizenship.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL

Overall the school provides a good quality of education for its pupils. The quality of teaching is
good and this contributes to the pupils’ good achievement. The curriculum is very good in the
Foundation Stage and satisfactory in the infants and juniors. Curriculum enrichment is very good and
this fuels pupils’ enthusiasm for learning.

Teaching and learning

Teaching and learning are good overall with examples of very good and excellent teaching seen.
Good assessment, particularly in English and mathematics, helps teachers to recognise and meet
pupils’ individual needs. The school has a very strong complement of staff who are instrumental in
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raising standards. Their professionalism in relation to improving on their previous best performance,
in order to give their pupils the best start in life, is commendable.
Main strengths and weaknesses

•  Good teaching has been consolidated since the last inspection and ensures that pupils’
achievement is good.

•  Some excellent teaching was seen in Year 3 and Year 6 and in these lessons pupils made rapid
gains in learning.

•  Teachers have good questioning skills and explain tasks well.
•  Teachers and teaching assistants support pupils well and use praise effectively, and there are

very good relationships throughout the school.
•  Tasks that challenge higher attaining pupils are not always planned for.
•  The use of assessment is not rigorously tailored to National Curriculum levels of attainment in

science and all foundation subjects.

Commentary

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection in 79 lessons

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactor
y

Poor Very Poor

6 (8%) 11 (14%) 39 (49%) 21 (27%) 2 (3%) 0 0

The table gives the number of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
lessons; figures in brackets show percentages where 30 or more lessons are seen.

24 The school has maintained its standards of teaching and learning since the last inspection.
Good quality teaching has been consolidated and ensures that achievement is good. The
quality of teaching in the Foundation Stage is good. There a range of teaching seen in other
parts of the school, satisfactory, good and very good with some excellent teaching seen. There
were two unsatisfactory lessons seen in the upper juniors in science, largely as a result of an
unhelpful science scheme and underdeveloped assessment.

25 The quality of teaching in the nursery and reception classes is good overall with some very
good features. It reflects good subject knowledge and classroom management. Teachers and
nursery nurses provide a broad, interesting curriculum that engages children effectively. Staff
are excited about their work and there is very good rapport between support staff and teachers.
In the reception class the support assistant shows so much enthusiasm for the tasks she is
responsible for that her infectious enthusiasm rubs off on the children. When writing the party
invitations for Cinderella’s ball, she nearly had all the children convinced that they would meet
Cinderella. Teaching in the Foundation Stage could be even better if the teachers devoted
more time to ensuring that every possible opportunity is seized to ensure that children see the
correct way of writing letters. They draw on their knowledge of individual children to ensure that
learning is relevant to each one’s developing needs. Expectations in terms of learning are high
and this attention to detail results in good progress overall. Classroom support is very effective
and well organised. This helps to ensure that all children progress well and gain satisfaction
from learning. Teaching assistants work very effectively in all classes, valuably enhancing the
quality of teaching and learning.

26 The good teaching at Key Stage 1 turns pupils’ energy and enthusiasm to good account, using
it skilfully to inspire progress in learning. Carefully targeted questioning, appreciation of pupils’
ideas and well-judged use of praise all motivate pupils and carry learning forward very well.
Teaching at Key Stage 2 is also good overall. Teaching in English and mathematics is very
good. Examples of excellent teaching were seen in religious education, science, English and
mathematics. In these excellent lessons time passes very quickly and pupils are so absorbed
in their learning that they gasp in disbelief when the bell goes. In an excellent science lesson in
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Year 3 the pupils were very engrossed in their work testing the strength of magnets, making
excellent gains in developing their higher order skills of interpreting information and explaining
findings. Teachers plan carefully, ensuring that all pupils are catered for. However, challenging
questions aimed at those pupils with higher attainment are not always planned for. In some
classes, planning in science and some foundation subjects is a weakness. It lacks rigour and
does not always match the learning needs of all pupils, because it is not underpinned by the
rigorous use of assessment. The vast majority of teachers prepare resources well and use
customised worksheets to help pupils to focus on their learning. Because they know what is
expected of them, pupils feel secure. The use of a variety of methods of teaching enhances
the provision, for example the use of whiteboards and talking partners.

27 The provision for pupils with special educational needs and having English as an additional
language is very good. The special educational needs co-ordinator and EMAG co-ordinator are
very effective. They ensure that teachers and support assistants track and respond to pupils’
needs sensitively and effectively. They build pupils’ confidence and social skills alongside their
other learning. Support is very thoughtfully managed so as to do the best for each pupil. The
teaching of pupils with special educational needs and those with limited language development
is particularly good as teachers check pupils’ understanding methodically and develop their
sentence structure. Stimulating activities that encourage pupils to talk are provided and this
helps them develop their writing.

28 Teachers manage pupils very well, insisting on securing high standards of behaviour. The
care, patience, understanding and management exhibited by all teachers and support
assistants are very good for all pupils. This ensures the inclusion of all pupils in all activities.
There is a comprehensive policy for marking pupils’ written work. However, marking across
subjects and classes is not always diagnostic and well focused. Where marking is very good
teachers give constructive comments and thought-provoking questions. Too often pupils’
spelling of key words is inaccurate. Homework is used appropriately and is now better linked to
the work covered in class.

29 Assessment procedures are good overall. Assessment arrangements are very good in the
Foundation Stage and in both the infants and the juniors. There is very careful analysis by
gender, by ethnicity and by religious conviction. The assessment of pupils for whom English is
not the first language and for those with special educational needs is very good and is used
well. In English and mathematics it is very good but in science it lacks rigour. Assessment in
the foundation subjects is just about satisfactory; it is planned at the end of each unit but does
not take sufficient account of skills development. In ICT and religious education assessment
systems are not as yet fully implemented. The use of assessment, however, needs to be more
rigorously tailored to individual National Curriculum levels so that teachers are more easily able
to check on pupils’ progress.

30 The school has a mixture of experienced teaching staff and a small proportion of staff who are
recently qualified. The school is able to deliver all aspects of the National Curriculum because
it has sufficient and appropriately qualified staff to meet requirements. Assistants and
lunchtime staff support them very well in classrooms and at lunchtimes. The extensive, well-
kept grounds enhance opportunities for learning. There is also a computer suite and library.
Resource provision is good, enabling pupils to benefit fully from the educational opportunities
offered.

31 Two unsatisfactory lessons were seen in science in the upper juniors during the week of the
inspection. In both lessons teachers were new to their profession and, whilst they had
adequate teaching skills, their lessons were not sufficiently successful to enable all groups of
pupils to make sufficient progress. This was as a result of teachers’ termly planning not taking
fully into account what different groups of pupils should be achieving. Underdeveloped
assessment procedures also contributed to pupils not being sure what was expected of them.
As a result the lessons did not have enough substance and many pupils were insufficiently
challenged.
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The curriculum

The curriculum offered by the school is satisfactory and meets all legal requirements. There is very

good enrichment of the curriculum through a wide range of extra-curricular activities, visits and
visitors. The accommodation is satisfactory and resources are good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

•  Medium-term planning in science and foundation subjects has weaknesses. It is not sufficiently
clear in the objectives for each unit of work, and there is some repetition in the work in different
year groups.

•  The school does not formally identify opportunities to develop pupils’ literacy and numeracy in its
planning in other subjects and there is a lack of identification of skills progression.

•  The school offers pupils a good range of extra-curricular activities and the curriculum is greatly
enhanced by visits and visitors, which enrich pupils’ learning.

•  There is very good provision for pupils with special educational needs and for those whose
mother tongue is not English.

•  Planning for personal, social and health education and citizenship is good.

Commentary

32 At the time of the last inspection the school did not meet all the requirements for the teaching
of ICT; this is no longer the case. The school now teaches everything that is required and
improvement has been good. The school has medium-term planning to guide teachers in all
areas of the curriculum. However, these plans do not show clear objectives for each unit of
work for the different groups of pupils within a class, for instance higher and lower attainers. In
addition, opportunities to develop literacy, particularly writing, and numeracy in subjects other
than English and mathematics are not always identified. Occasionally aspects of learning in
science, music and religious education are repeated without any evident development in the
level of pupils’ knowledge and understanding. This happens, for instance, with music in
reception and Year 1, and to a lesser degree in religious education, where the parable of the
Good Samaritan appears in the planning for Years 3, 5 and 6. The school has used the same
parable to help older pupils understand the significance of it to believers. The school has
implemented the literacy and numeracy strategies effectively and this has a positive effect on
pupils’ achievement.

33 The school offers its pupils a good range of extra-curricular activities. These are very well
attended. There is a computer club every lunch time, which allows pupils of all age groups the
opportunity to develop their skills and interests. There are art clubs open to all pupils in Years 2
and 4, a rocket science club for Year 3 and a technology club for Year 5. There is also a good
range of sporting and musical activities. In addition, the curriculum is very much enriched by a
wide range of visitors to the school and by visits made by pupils, including residential visits for
Years 5 and 6. Pupils also have good opportunities to take part in sporting competition with
other schools and this contributes very well to their social development.

34 The curriculum for pupils with special educational needs and having English as an additional
language is very good; pupils’ needs are considered very carefully. Very good opportunities are
provided both for pupils with special educational needs and those with English as an additional
language to familiarise themselves with key vocabulary needed to access the curriculum and,
whilst this is most certainly having a positive impact on their speaking and listening skills, there
are nevertheless missed moments for developing writing. The curriculum reflects the many
different cultures represented within the school, especially through the teaching of religious
education, where pupils learn about the major world faiths, customs, celebrations and the
meaning of religion in people’s lives.
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35 The school has a good programme for pupils’ personal, social and health development, which
includes teaching about sex and relationships as well as the misuse of drugs. Some of these
topics are taught through other subjects and some through a specific programme for personal,
social and health education. This programme includes visits from the fire service, a dietician
and an expert on dental care. The curriculum is inclusive and ensures equality of access and
opportunity for all pupils. Pupils who are new to the school and who speak no English receive
very well targeted support and are soon familiar with the basic vocabulary needed to access
the curriculum. Very good use is also made of bi-lingual support staff to keep these pupils
included.

Care, guidance and support

The provision for pupils’ care, welfare, health and safety is good. The provision of support, advice
and guidance based on the monitoring of pupils’ achievement is very good. The involvement of
pupils through seeking and acting on their views is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

•  The induction arrangements for children in reception are very good.
•  There are effective procedures for health and safety, child protection and first aid.
•  All adults know pupils very well and provide very good levels of care.
•  There are very good systems for monitoring pupils’ academic standards and progress in English

and mathematics.
•  Arrangements for monitoring pupils’ personal development are informal but effective.
•  The involvement of pupils in the school’s very good provision for extra-curricular activities is

good.
•  Several pupils do not know what they need to do to improve the quality of their work.

Commentary

36 There are very good arrangements for children when they start at the school. The
arrangements include preliminary visits to the school by both children and parents and home
visits, involving a representative of the EMAG staff. These enable teachers to gather
information about the children and, as a result, they settle in very quickly and make good
progress.

37 Throughout the school pupils are very well cared for. On entry to the school their
competencies in English and mathematics are appropriately assessed and very good detailed
records of their progress are kept. Teachers use information from these to plan the next steps
of their learning and, as a result, pupils achieve well in relation to their prior attainment.

38 The school has good health and safety procedures. The deputy headteacher is the designated
person for child protection and for pupils in public care and has recently been trained. The
newly-appointed headteacher has yet to be trained, but he and all staff are very aware of child
protection issues, since there are good guidelines for all staff. Local police are very supportive
and links with social services are satisfactory. Arrangements for the administration of first aid
and for monitoring pupils’ medical conditions are very good and many staff have been trained
in first aid. Security around the school is good, as is supervision at lunch and play times. Risk
assessments are regular and health and safety practice is good throughout the school.

39 There is a strong bond of trust between pupils and all adults who work in the school. Nearly all
pupils who responded to the inspection questionnaire felt there was at least one adult to whom
they could turn for advice. Adults know the pupils very well and monitor their personal
development on an informal but effective basis. Academic monitoring is used very well to
inform pupils’ reports. Very good tracking systems are used to check on pupils’ progress in
English and mathematics but pupils do not always understand what they have to do to
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improve. Pupils’ achievement is monitored constantly and very effectively on the basis of
gender, religion, ethnicity and language. Pupils’ views are sought consistently through the
school council, circle time, assemblies and personal, social and health education. Pupils, in
their questionnaire, felt confident that their views are heard and acted upon. The only two areas
in which they expressed dissatisfaction in the questionnaire were homework and extra-
curricular activities and the school is examining these issues carefully. Inspection findings do
not support pupils’ views since there is very good provision for extra-curricular activities and
homework is given out regularly.

Partnership with parents, other schools and the community

The school’s links with parents are good, an improvement on the last inspection. Links with the
community are good. Links with other schools are very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

•  Parents have very positive views of the school.
•  The school provides parents with satisfactory information.
•  Very good links with other local schools provide many benefits for the pupils.
•  The school has good links with the local community.
•  There are very good links with parents.

Commentary

40 In a good return to the questionnaire, parents and carers expressed very positive views on all
aspects of the work of the school. Only a small number of parents attended the pre-inspection
meeting but they all were very positive about the school. Information provided for parents is
satisfactory. The school has only recently provided parents with information about what their
children are to learn and about homework. Links through home/school books are not always
used consistently and a few pupils often find it difficult to complete homework because of the
demands made by their religious education activities out of school. The school is very
sympathetic to pupils’ needs and staff always ensure that parents are kept appropriately
informed if homework is not completed and it is having a positive effect on standards. Good
Records of Achievement include the Foundation Stage profile of capability together with
thorough reports and pupils’ self-assessment. Regular newsletters keep parents well informed
of events and teachers are always available for informal consultation at the end of the day. The
school has already responded to parents’ concerns about arrivals and departures at the
beginning and end of the school day due to problems with parking. Parents are involved early in
any racial incidents or in any behaviour issues. Induction procedures include a good range of
materials and EMAG staff are always available to go through the information booklets with
parents for whom English is not their first language. EMAG staff are also available at the twice-
yearly consultation meetings, which are well attended. The school prospectus and governors’
annual report are clearly written and informative. Written annual reports are good. They provide
detailed diagnostic information on children’s progress and they contain set targets which are
shared with parents at consultation meetings.

41 Links with parents are very good. Parents are kept up to date with the progress that their
children are making and with any difficulties they might be experiencing.

42 The school recently conducted its own survey of parents’ opinions and has already responded
to parents’ concerns about homework and extra-curricular activities. A good weekly coffee
morning session is run to inform parents about the curriculum. Parents appreciate the school’s
efforts to keep them informed. A well-attended meeting on the implementation of the literacy
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strategy, led by the headteacher, had parents enthralled as to the content of what their children
were learning in school.

43 There are very good links with local secondary schools; for example, local secondary schools
run summer schools for gifted and talented pupils and pupils from Coleman attend these
sessions. Staff from Coleman School liaise with parents and help with transport. The school
uses the ICT suite at the nearby secondary school and there are good links with the nearby
special school. Special educational needs co-ordinators from the local cluster group meet
regularly to share good practice and discuss joint issues. The Year 6 teachers and the special
educational needs co-ordinator work closely with the Year 7 teachers from the main secondary
school to which pupils transfer. Year 7 teachers visit the school to meet the pupils and
sometimes teach lessons. Extra visits to the secondary school are arranged for pupils with
special educational needs. Translators are always available for parents and pupils on their visit
to the secondary school.

44 There is currently no parents, teachers and friends association. A ladies’ evening is organised
twice a year by the school which is well attended by pupils’ mothers. A few parents help in
school and many are now employed as staff. Some parents use lessons for their observation
assignments on GNVQ courses.

45 The school has good links with the local community. Two local businesses are involved in
technology days and pupils give presentations to their staff members. Students from local
secondary schools work in the school regularly on work experience. This contributes positively
to the development of community links. Pupils visit local places of worship regularly and learn
about the different faiths within their community. Proceeds from the harvest festival are taken
by pupils to local members of the community and pupils raise money for local charities.
Parents are pleased with the good transfer arrangements between primary and secondary
schools and feel confident that their children are well prepared for their next stages of
education.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

The leadership, management and governance of the school are very good and leadership is very
effective in raising standards.

Main strengths and weaknesses

•  There is a good focus on raising standards as systems for school self-evaluation are well
developed.

•  The leadership of the work with pupils who have special educational needs and English as an
additional language is very good.

•  The expertise and contribution of governors are very good, and governors hold the staff
accountable for standards pupils attain.

•  The headteacher sets a very good example to other teachers through his own practice;
•  The school’s financial management is very good.
•  The school’s commitment to inclusion is very good.
•  Subject leaders lead their subjects very well.

Commentary

46 The recently appointed headteacher was previously on the school’s senior management team
and knows the school’s strengths and areas for development very well. He is developing
priorities and vision for the school’s future very quickly. The members of the senior
management team work together very effectively, with strong commitment to raising
standards. They make sure that all pupils have good and constantly improving access to the
curriculum. The leadership of the work for pupils with special educational needs and English
as an additional language is very good, and all pupils in the school are valued. The teaching of
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the headteacher is of very high quality and this sets a very good example to other members of
staff and pupils.

Example of outstanding practice

47 On Remembrance Day, the headteacher led the school in its act of collective worship. He
introduced 11th November as a very special day and encouraged the pupils to think about the
concept of self-sacrifice. Prior to that, pupils reminded of the silence at eleven o’clock and
were shown on screen photographs of World War I battle sites and forces from around the
world. The changes in weapons of war were described, and the huge numbers of people killed
in battle in three months were equated to twice the population of Leicester. The manner of
teaching was excellent; it was clear, thoughtful and undramatic, but packed with information
both accessible and gripping to adults and pupils, who watched, transfixed. As they left the hall,
pupils could talk of nothing else and were amazed by what they had been taught.

48 The headteacher and governors work very well together. The governance of the school is very
good and staff are held accountable for the standards pupils attain. The chair, who has a
background in education, has had a strong influence on the school and has a firm grasp of
what questions to ask and when. Governors are very involved in the school and played an
important part in managing a smooth change over when the previous headteacher left.

49 Members of staff with subject responsibilities are involved in monitoring their subjects. They
fulfil their duties well with several examples of very good leadership, as seen in English. At
present, the teaching of core subjects is monitored closely. Teachers monitoring foundation
subjects are considering and trying out a range of assessment systems to provide information
to improve teachers’ planning for different groups of pupils to raise standards even further. This
is overseen closely by the headteacher who has a good grasp of what is going on in the school
and whose presence is very evident. The staff are well led and clear about the school’s
priorities and the part they have to play.

50 The management of the school is good. It is well placed to be very good but, as yet, the
headteacher has not been in post long enough to implement his own systems for the
management of curriculum provision and development of assessment in science and
foundation subjects. Through its own evaluation, the school is aware of its strengths and its
areas for development, and takes effective action to improve. For example, the headteacher
and senior management team have recognised the need to improve curriculum planning to
raise standards of work of all groups of pupils. Secretarial and administration work is very well
managed and this helps to make sure the school runs smoothly. The administrative staff are
welcoming to the many visitors to the school and make a valuable contribution to the life of the
school.

51 The headteacher and governors manage the staffing of the school well. They ensure that the
school’s priorities are made clear to all teaching staff so that they have a good sense of
purpose. Through the monitoring of teaching, areas for development in teachers’ subject
knowledge are identified, so provision for professional development is good and helps to raise
standards. Performance management is effectively implemented and staff are clear about
what they need to do in order to improve professionally.

52 The management of the school’s finances is very good, and best value principles are applied.
The chair of finance keeps a very careful watch on the school’s budget and ensures that
financial planning is clear, succinct and appropriately targeted to the emerging needs of the
school. The chair of governors has particularly good knowledge of financial management and
the school benefits from his actions and insight.
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Financial information for the year April 2002 to March 2003

Income and expenditure (£) Balances (£)

Total income 1,413,552 Balance from previous year 123,574

Total expenditure 1,493,472 Balance carried forward to the next 43,654

Expenditure per pupil 2,593

53 The school uses national and local data very well to compare itself with other schools and to
consider and evaluate its own practice. The headteacher’s analysis of the pupils’ performance
in statutory tests is very detailed and is used very effectively to track the progress of different
groups of pupils, especially by ethnicity, gender and religious orientation. This information +n is
used to focus resources and to identify areas of strength and weakness in the school’s
provision. Parents and pupils think Coleman Primary is a good school and that it provides good
value for money.

54 The governance of the school is very good. Several governors have been at the school for
many years and have made a very good contribution, particularly to its inclusive ethos. Much to
their credit is the lack of any exclusions, despite the degree of difficulties some pupils bring
with them. The chair of governors has been a significant influence in developing the use of
assessment and comparative data to measure the progress of different groups of pupils.
These systems are well used to analyse the reasons for any reduced pace of progress in
raising standards, for example in science. Governors are well-informed and frequent visitors to
the school who know what to look for and who fulfil their statutory duties very well. The
governing body has made a very great contribution to the development of the school and
continues helping to raise and maintain standards.
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PART C: THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN AREAS OF LEARNING AND

SUBJECTS

AREAS OF LEARNING IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

The nursery caters for 60 full-time equivalent children and the reception caters for 30 children.
Children are admitted into nursery in September and January; as a result, some children only have a
short spell in the reception class before they move into the Year 1 classes and a minority of pupils
have had no pre-school experience. This procedure is due to change in the very near future.

Provision in the Foundation Stage of learning is very good and is a strength of the school. Learning
opportunities are very well planned with children experiencing a very well thought out, rich, exciting
and appealing curriculum, through which they learn about their place in the world. Both the nursery
and the reception class hum with activity, as children busily go about their tasks with great urgency
and involvement. Staff expertly assess children’s involvement and competencies and move them on
to the very good range of learning activities provided so that they can sample the delights of the tasks
planned for them.

The classrooms are bright, colourful and enticing places, equipped with a good range of resources,
where very good quality displays adorn the walls.

Attainment on entry to the nursery is well below that expected of children of this age. Since the
previous inspection, many children have started to enter the school with underdeveloped speaking
and listening, mathematical and personal, social and emotional skills. Throughout their time in the
Foundation Stage, children achieve well in relation to their prior attainment. They attain the early
learning goals in personal, social and emotional development and this area they achieve very well
because of the very good, secure routines provided for them. Children achieve the early learning
goals in knowledge and understanding of the world, creative development and physical development.
They do not, however, attain the early learning goals in communication, language and literacy and
mathematical development, although their achievement is good in relation to their prior attainment in
these areas of learning.

The accommodation and resources in the Foundation Stage of learning are good. Whilst the school
has maintained its high quality provision identified in the previous inspection, the provision for
children with special educational needs and having English as an additional language has improved
and is now very good, as are the leadership and management of the Foundation Stage. The deputy
headteacher has set up very effective management systems for the new co-ordinator and the
Foundation Stage runs very smoothly. However, provision could be improved even further by
ensuring that higher attainers are more effectively challenged and that the assessments of what
children know, understand and can do in the nursery are used more effectively in the reception class
to challenge children even further, especially in relation to developing their early writing and
mathematical skills.

Main strengths and weaknesses

•  Provision in the Foundation Stage of learning is very good.
•  Children achieve very well in personal, social and emotional development.
•  The quality of the teaching is good overall, with examples of very good teaching seen.
•  Support staff make a very valid contribution to children’s learning.
•  The curriculum is very well planned, with plenty of opportunities for children to learn through

discovery and structured play.
•  Children with special educational needs and having English as an additional language make very

good progress.
•  The use of assessment of what children have achieved in the nursery could be used more

rigorously in the reception class to challenge above average attaining children even further.
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•  Further use could be made of enabling children to develop their recording skills by increasing the
use of modelling writing and correct number formation.

•  The leadership and management of the Foundation Stage of learning are very good.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Provision is very good.

55 On entry to Year 1, children attain the early learning goal in personal and social education and
develop very good attitudes to learning. They achieve very well in relation to their prior
attainment. They know what is acceptable and unacceptable behaviour. In the nursery, they
take turns to put their ‘glitter cakes’ (play-dough mixed with glitter) into the oven and anxiously
await the timer to ‘ping’ when they are ready. In the reception class, children put toys away
without any fuss and eagerly tidy up in the role-play area which serves as a castle. Children
achieve very well because teachers place great importance on valuing each child for their
uniqueness. Good teaching promotes a high level of independence and positive self-esteem.

56 Parents are very pleased with this aspect of the school’s provision and say that, when their
children are ill, they cry because they want to come to school.

57 The curriculum provides a very good range of adult-initiated and child-selected activities that
enable children to choose what they do and, in this way, help their decision making. There are
very clear expectations of behaviour and children adjust well to the carefully organised
routines.

58 Adults provide very good role models. The quality of teaching is good and the very good
relationships promote trust and confidence. Children adore their teachers; they are happy to
come to school because they know that they will be cherished. Children who have very little
English language receive very good quality bi-lingual support and make rapid gains in learning.
Children with special educational needs have tasks suitably matched to their needs and make
good gains in learning.

COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

Provision is very good.

59 All children achieve well, but do not attain the early learning goals in communication, language
and literacy. Those who are higher attainers make satisfactory progress, but need to be
challenged further to record their writing based upon effective modelling by the teacher. In the
reception class, valuable opportunities are missed to challenge children even further by
ensuring that every chance is provided for them to see the end product of what correct writing
should look like.

60 Whilst the quality of teaching is good, there still needs to be more emphasis on children ‘having
a go’ at writing and comparing their attempts with an appropriate model scribed by an adult.
Teachers provide varied and stimulating writing activities for the children. Children paint their
letters, trace them in the sand, make dough models and print them. They use ICT to match
initial sounds and know that Cinderella’s name begins with C.

61 Children are keen to speak but many of their sentences lack descriptive vocabulary. Several of
the average attaining children confuse their tenses, although they are picking up grammatical
rules by making generalisations. Several children use the phrase “I go’ed”, instead of “I went”.
Teachers quickly pick up on these misconceptions. Children love listening to stories and
rhymes, so they eagerly join in the refrains of Chunna Nunna in the nursery.

62 Teachers’ ongoing assessment provides an accurate record of children’s strengths and areas
for improvement. Children make good gains in identifying initial sounds, they listen carefully






