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ABOUT THE INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public that
the nursery education for funded three and four year old children is of an acceptable
quality. Inspection of nursery education also identifies strengths and weaknesses so
that providers can improve the quality of educational provision and help children to
achieve the early learning goals (elgs) by the end of the Foundation Stage. This
inspection report must be made available to all parents.

If the setting has been inspected previously, an action plan will have been drawn up
to tackle issues identified. This inspection, therefore, must also assess what progress
has been made in the implementation of this plan.

Information about the setting

The Tate House Playgroup first opened in 1968. It operates from a converted ground
floor building which has direct access to an outdoor play space. The playgroup
serves the local area.

There are currently 24 children from 2.5 - 5 years on role. This includes 12 funded 3
year old children and 2 funded 4 year old children. Children attend for a variety of
sessions. There are 5 children attending with special educational needs. There are 4
child currently attending who speak English as an additional language.

The group opens five days a week, term time only. Playgroup sessions are
09:00-11:45 and 12:30-15:00.

Two full time staff work directly with the children. They have recognised early years
qualifications. The setting receives support from the Early Years Development and
Childcare Partnership.
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INSPECTION OF THE NURSERY EDUCATION PROVISION FOR FUNDED THREE
AND FOUR YEAR OLDS.

How effective is the nursery education?

The Tate House Playgroup offers good nursery education where children enjoy
learning through a range of interesting activities. They make very good progress in
personal, social and emotional, physical and creative development. They also make
generally good progress in mathematics, communication, language and literacy and
knowledge and understanding of the world.

The quality of teaching is good and staff demonstrate a sound understanding of the
foundation stage, making particularly good use of their time and resources to
support children's learning. Staff know children well and foster warm caring
relationships to help them feel happy and secure. This ensures that personal, social
and emotional development is strength of the playgroup.

The setting is very child led. Children are able to select their own activities and
choose when to play in or outdoors. This ensures that children make very good
physical progress and play happily and imaginatively. When playing indoors, they
enjoy free access to the studio area to develop their creativity.

Leadership and management is good. The play leader has worked well to form links
with local schools and other agencies to ensure that the group is able to offer a good
service for children and families attending. This includes additional support for
children attending with special educational needs.

The partnership with parents and carers is very good. Parents are well informed
about the nursery activities and the six areas of learning through newsletters and
displays. Parents are welcomed into the nursery and encouraged to be involved in
social events and outings.

What is being done well?

o Children are able to self select from a range of activities, they concentrate
well for extended periods and behaviour is good.

e The programme for personal, social and emotional development is given high
priority and children enjoy

e The programme for creative development is very good and children are able
to access free art, sand and water during every session.

e The programme for physical play is very good and children show emerging
skill when using large and small equipment both indoors and when using the
nursery garden.

¢ The playgroup provides good support for children attending with Special
Educations Needs.

e The playgroup has completed a Sheffield Kite Mark scheme which ensures
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evaluative practice.

o Parents and carers are very welcome into the setting and encouraged to be
involved in their child's learning.

What needs to be improved?

e children's understanding of addition and subtraction through practical
activities and opportunities to link sounds to letters.

What has improved since the last inspection?

There have been very good improvements since the last inspection. The children
now have opportunities to climb in the outdoor area using a climbing bridge. There
have been improvements made to labelling, name cards and word games. There is
now an excellent range of dressing up clothes to which children have free access.
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SUMMARY OF JUDGEMENTS

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Judgement: Very Good

Children confidently express their own needs and relate well to each other and
adults. Children are very interested and involved in their play. Children behave well
and display a high level of involvement in activities. They are developing their
personal independence through selecting resources; working independently; and
helping themselves to food and drink. The children are very happy and confident,
they are learning to share and take turns.

COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

Judgement: Generally Good

Children understand that print carries meaning through playing with words, using
names and labels. Several children can recognise and write their name, and letters
are generally correctly formed. Children do not have enough opportunities to link
sounds to letters. Most children are confident speakers, and are at ease when
speaking in group situations. The children hear and use lots of new language.

MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT

Judgement: Generally Good

Children are learning to count and understand numbers through a range of fun
experiences. They have good opportunities to make patterns and compare size but
there are less planned activities to help them learn simple addition and subtraction.
Children are able to name some shapes and numbers 1-5. They are learning to
problem solve for themselves, for example, when trying to complete puzzles.

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

Judgement: Very Good

Children are able to build and construct using a wide range of materials and tools.
Children have lots of opportunities to find out about the world they live in through a
good range of play equipment, which reflects positive images of culture, gender and
ability. Children are confident when using the mouse and enjoy the programmes
provided on the computers.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Judgement: Very Good

Children are able to choose when they play in and outdoors. They use a range of
small and large equipment confidently and with increasing control. Children move
towards independence through making play dough, mixing paints and pouring
drinks. There are lots of opportunities for children to practice their fine motor control
when cutting, writing and threading.
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CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT

Judgement: Very Good

Children have lots of opportunities to explore colour, shape, space, texture and form
in two and three dimensions. They respond enthusiastically to what they see, hear,
smell and touch. Children enjoy making play dough and mixing their own paints.
Creative materials are easily accessible, which helps children to independently
select and create, for example; choosing wool; buttons; glitter; paper and glue.

Children's spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development is fostered
appropriately.

This inspection was carried out under the provisions of Section 122 of the School Standards and
Framework Act 1998




OUTCOME OF THE INSPECTION

The provision is acceptable and is of good quality overall. Children are making
generally good progress towards the early learning goals. The next inspection will
take place in three to four years time.

WHAT THE SETTING NEEDS TO DO NEXT: THE KEY ISSUES

¢ provide more frequent opportunities to develop children's understanding of
addition and subtraction and provide more opportunities to link sounds to
letters.

The provider must draw up an action plan within 40 working days of receipt of this
report showing how the key issues detailed above will be addressed. The action plan
must be made available to all parents and to the Local Authority if required. An
evaluation of the action taken will form part of the next inspection of funded nursery
education.
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