
 
School report 
 

 

Crosby Primary School 
Frodingham Road, Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire, DN15 7NL 

 

Inspection dates 6–7 November 2013 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Satisfactory 3 

This inspection: Good 2 

Achievement of pupils  Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Leadership and management  Good 2 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a good school.  

 Overall achievement is good. Pupils make 
good or better progress in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 from very 
low starting points. Progress in Key Stage 2 is 
outstanding in reading, writing and 
mathematics.  

 Standards in reading, writing, and 
mathematics in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
have improved continuously for the last three 
years at a faster rate compared to the 
national picture especially in Key Stage 1.   

 Disabled pupils and those who have special 
educational needs, those who are known to 
be eligible for pupil premium funding, those 
from minority ethnic groups and those who 
speak English as an additional language make 
good or better progress from their starting 
points, often similar progress to their fellow 
peers.  

 Teaching is usually good across the school 
and some is outstanding. 

 Teachers follow the effective marking policy 
which shows pupils their strengths and next 
steps; especially in English, which improves 
their learning.  

 Pupils are well behaved and feel safe. They 
are keen to learn and say ‘Our school is like a 
family of people’.  

 The school has improved since the last 
inspection because the senior leadership team 
have relentlessly focussed on raising 
achievement and the quality of teaching. The 
headteacher accurately evaluates what the 
school does well and knows where it needs to 
improve further.  

  The knowledgeable governing body is a 
strength of the school and its pertinent 
questioning challenges the school leadership 
team, enabling the school to continually 
improve.  

 

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

 The quality of teaching is not yet consistently 
good and outstanding across the school.  

 Standards in reading, writing and 
mathematics are well below average in Key 
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.  

 

 Occasionally, teaching does not meet the 
needs of the different groups of pupils in 
mathematics or challenge the most- able 
pupils, resulting in variations in how much 
progress pupils make.  

 Attendance is below the national average.  
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Information about this inspection 

 The inspectors observed 23 lessons including a visit to the off-site Nursery.  

 Inspectors analysed pupils’ work and the school’s data about their standards and progress.  

 Discussions were held with two groups of pupils as well as informal conversations during lessons 
and at break times.  

 Meetings were held with members of the governing body and with senior leaders. A telephone 
conversation was also held with a representative from the local authority.  

 Inspectors heard pupils read and talked to them about the types of books they enjoy.  

 Inspectors analysed a range of documentation, this included: safeguarding records and those 
relating to pupils’ behaviour and attendance; records of the monitoring of teaching and pupils’ 
learning; the school’s self-evaluation and improvement plans.  

 Inspectors took account of a recent governor questionnaire to parents and parent discussions 
carried out during the inspection. The on-line questionnaire, Parent View, was not used as there 
were only 5 parent responses to this.   

 Fifty-four staff members completed the voluntary staff questionnaire.  

 

 

 

 

Inspection team 

Julie Harrison, Lead inspector Additional Inspector  

Susan Twaits Additional Inspector 

David Matthews  Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

 

Information about this school 

 This school is larger than the average-sized primary school.  

 The proportion of disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs and are 
supported through school action is average. The proportion of pupils supported through school 
action plus or with a statement of special educational needs is above average.  

 The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic groups is increasing and is well above average. 
The pupils come from a variety of ethnic groups, the largest being from ‘any other White’ 
background and a Bangladeshi background.  

 The proportion of pupils who speak English as an additional language is increasing and is well 
above average. Within the school 21 different languages are spoken.  

 The proportion of pupils known to be eligible for the pupil premium funding is well above 
average. (The pupil premium is additional funding for those pupils who are known to be eligible 
for free school meals, children from service families, and those children that are looked after by 
the local authority).  

 The proportion of pupils who join or leave the school at other than the usual times is well above 
average.  

 The school’s deprivation indicator is well above average.    

 The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which set the minimum expectations 
for pupils’ attainment and progress in English and mathematics by the end of Year 6. 

 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Raise standards in reading, writing and particularly in mathematics in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 
2 through increasing the proportion of good and outstanding teaching by: 

- ensuring the work set for all ability groups of pupils is neither too easy nor too hard and gives 
appropriate challenge particularly for the most able 

- making sure pupils know how much they need to do in a set amount of time in order to learn 
at a fast pace  

- sharing good and outstanding practice already evident in school to improve teachers’ skills.  

 Improve attendance by: 

- reinforcing the work of the family liaison worker and the attendance officer in working with 
parents and pupils. 
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is good 

 Children start the Early Years Foundation Stage with skills and understanding significantly below 
those typical for their age. A focus on personal, social and ‘speaking and listening’ skills enables 
them to make good or better progress from their very low starting points. Key Stage 1 pupils 
make rapid progress in reading, writing and mathematics so that the gap between them and 
other pupils across the country at the end of Key Stage 1 is closing.   

 Statutory assessment tests show that Year 6 pupils have made outstanding progress in reading, 
writing and mathematics from their Key Stage 1 starting points for the past two years.  

 Standards in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 in reading, writing and mathematics are well below 
average, but have risen continuously over the past three years in both key stages. Standards for 
current year groups are improving further in all three subjects. The large number of pupils who 
join or leave the school at other than the usual times and who are new to speaking English 
impact on these results, even though they settle into school life quickly and soon begin to make 
good progress from their own individual starting points.        

 Where there is a slight variation in progress between year groups or other groups, more often in 
mathematics or for the most able pupils, additional support is quickly put in place to close the 
gaps and accelerate the learning for these pupils.  

 Pupils in Key Stage 1 tackle new and unfamiliar words confidently because they have a good 
understanding of letters and the sounds they make to help them. This ensures Year 1 pupils are 
above national expectations in this skill. By the end of Year 6 pupils who have been in the school 
since Key Stage 1 are becoming confident, fluent readers and writers across the curriculum.    

 Standards in mathematics are rising because of a recent focus on calculation and mathematical 
language. This year a small group of the most-able pupils in Year 6 are being supported to 
achieve the highest level in mathematics.     

 Disabled pupils and those with special educational needs make good progress from their 
individual starting points, especially in English, because teachers understand their individual 
needs and they are well supported during lessons and in intervention groups. The gap is closing 
between the standards they reach and those of their classmates.   

 Pupils from minority ethnic groups including those from ‘any other White’ background and from 
a Bangladeshi background and those who speak English as an additional language make good 
progress in all key stages. The focus on ‘speaking and listening’ and basic skills contributes to 
their success.  

 Pupils who are supported through pupil premium funding make good progress throughout the 
school and the standards they reach in reading, writing and mathematics are improving. In 2013 
those pupils who were known to be eligible for free school meals did slightly better than other 
pupils in reading and writing and were much closer to reaching the national average standards. 
Over the past 2 years the gap has closed between the two groups in reading and writing, 
showing a positive picture, but the gap in mathematics has widened. Effective strategies are 
now in place to rectify this.    

 The school promotes equality of opportunity and all pupils have the chance to succeed without 
discrimination.  

 

The quality of teaching is good 

 Most of the teaching is good and some is outstanding. In the most effective lessons, teachers 
expect the best from their pupils and the activities are planned thoroughly. Teachers know their 
pupils well and understand their different capabilities. Teacher’s questioning is challenging and 
pupils know what they have to do to be successful within a given time limit.   

 When teaching is less effective the activities do not match the different abilities of all pupils, the 
pace is too slow and pupils are not always given a time limit to complete their work. Occasionally 
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the most able are not challenged enough by the work set. This occurs more often in 
mathematics than in English.  

 The good teaching of letters and the sounds they make and the focus on speaking and listening 
in Key Stage 1, and during the daily reading sessions in Key Stage 2 helps pupils with their 
spelling and writing. This is especially beneficial for those who speak English as an additional 
language and those who arrive new to the school at different points in the school year. Pupils 
work on correct grammar to support their writing in different styles across the curriculum.  

 Teachers in the Early Years Foundation Stage effectively plan various activities enabling children 
to explore and improve their knowledge and skills. The off-site Nursery with its exciting outdoor 
environment enables children to watch and talk about creatures in their ‘bug habitat’ at the 
same time as handling ‘worms’ with care. Within the constraints of the main school building the 
Reception class teachers provide a stimulating environment where children work and play well 
together on ‘themed’ activities. The focus on speaking and listening is supporting all pupils’ 
learning but especially those who speak English as an additional language. 

 Teaching assistants together with tailor-made teaching packages and methods are successful in 
building pupils’ self confidence and helping them to learn and make good progress. This 
approach is especially successful for those pupils who speak English as an additional language, 
for pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds, for pupils who have special educational needs, and 
for pupils entitled to the pupil premium funding.  

 Teachers’ marking of pupils’ work in English highlights the strengths and next steps for 
improvement and pupils respond to this advice. However, this advice is not so clear in 
mathematics.   

 Pupils help each other to learn and discuss their work with enthusiasm. For example, Year 6 
mathematicians competently support each other to discuss and understand complex word 
problems.  

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

 Pupils are polite and behave well throughout the school resulting in a calm and friendly learning 
environment.  

 Pupils enjoy school, they play and work well together and usually have positive attitudes to 
learning. On the few occasions where teaching is weaker, some pupils lose concentration and 
low level misbehaviour occurs.  

 Pupils say they feel safe because they are well cared for and ‘you can trust any adult and 
consequences are fair’. They say that bullying seldom happens and they have a good 
understanding of different types of bullying and how to stay safe when using the internet and 
other electronic communication methods. They are confident that issues are dealt with quickly 
and effectively.   

 Attendance is low and below national expectations, although it is improving. Pupil premium 
funding has enabled the employment of a family liaison worker who, with the attendance officer, 
is helping parents to improve their children’s attendance.   

 Adults establish good relationships with pupils and provide effective strategies for improving 
behaviour and emotional well-being. Consequently, incidents of poor behaviour, including racial 
incidents are rare, but exclusions are implemented if necessary. The ‘haven’ and the ‘base’ 
provide a safe environment for those pupils who need extra help with their behaviour and helps 
them to feel safe.  

 The school’s own survey and discussions held with parents demonstrate that the school provides 
a safe environment and that pupils enjoy school and behave well.  

 

The leadership and management are good 

 The headteacher has a thorough understanding of the school’s strengths and weaknesses. Her 
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high ambitions are shared by staff, governors and parents ensuring continuous improvement in 
achievement and the quality of teaching over the past three years in a very challenging 
environment.  

 The headteacher works closely with the deputy headteacher and governors to robustly scrutinise 
the quality of teaching, pupils’ achievement data and their work in books. This has led to an 
accurate view of the school’s work and pursuit of appropriate priorities to enable further 
improvements.   

 Robust performance management targets are set for teachers and professional development 
opportunities are in place. Salary awards are linked to the achievement of these targets.  

 The curriculum is regularly reviewed and initiatives to provide support for reading, writing and 
mathematics are helping to improve standards. The various artistic, musical, cultural and 
sporting opportunities offered develop the pupils’ skills and knowledge and prepare them well to 
live in a diverse society. The sports funding has increased related activities which have a 
significant impact on pupils’ physical well-being.  

  Pupils of all ages are confident using computers and other information communication 
technology. For example, Reception pupils take photographs and recordings with hand-held 
computers to support their learning and use small laptops to sequence their day. All Key Stage 2 
pupils use a mathematics programme to improve their skills.   

 The school meets safeguarding requirements.  

 The local authority has a good relationship with the school and provides support when required.    

 The school works closely with parents and keeps them well informed. Parents hold the school in 
high regard as shown in a recent governor survey of parents and discussions with parents during 
the inspection.  

 The governance of the school: 

- The governing body is well led and discharges all of its statutory responsibilities. They are 
knowledgeable and have a good awareness of the school’s strengths and areas for 
development. They challenge the leadership team with pertinent questions. They require 
detailed analysis and they rigorously hold the school to account on achievement and the 
quality of teaching. The governors are one of the school’s greatest assets. They appropriately 
decide whether staff should be rewarded with salary increases and they review targets for the 
headteacher. They review the spending of the pupil premium grant and its impact on the 
achievement of the pupils on whom it is spent.  

 

 

 

 



Inspection report:  Crosby Primary School, 6–7 November 2013 7 of 9 

 

 

What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 117934 

Local authority North Lincolnshire 

Inspection number 429590 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  
 
 

 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3–11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 492 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Jean Holder 

Headteacher Heather Reid 

Date of previous school inspection 1 May 2012 

Telephone number 01724 844216 

Fax number 01724 853141 

Email address admin.crosbyprimary@northlincs.gov.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 
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