
Inspection of SRC Community Nursery
1 Gaza Street, Kennington, London SE17 3RJ

Inspection date: 27 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The managers and staff provide children with a calm and inviting environment. 
Children arrive happy. They have formed strong bonds with the staff. Reassurance 
and comfort are offered to children and they settle well. This means that children 
remain confident and secure at nursery. The staff know the children well. They set 
out activities that capture the children's interest. Children are quick to engage in 
self-directed play. 

Staff and managers plan an ambitious curriculum that excites children and supports 
their learning and development. Babies enjoy messy play with cornstarch. They 
make marks and explore with their hands. Staff develop older children's vocabulary 
by extending on children's sentences and asking open-ended questions. Staff 
model how to use scissors safely as children practise cutting with scissors as they 
make their own snowman, making choices about how to decorate them. Children 
say they would like to make 'buttons' and staff reply, 'shiny paper buttons or soft 
paper buttons?. As a result, children concentrate for long periods of time, cutting 
out key features for their snowman while using the correct vocabulary. All children 
make good progress. 

Staff are positive role models to the children, they are kind and model good 
manners. They ensure all children are included, gently inviting reluctant children to 
activities. Staff praise the children on their achievements, which makes babies and 
young children smile. Older children are keen to share their play with staff. They 
are proud and motivated by staff's positive feedback.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide children with support and opportunities for physical development. 
Staff support children in selecting the right bikes. For example, some children 
practise using balance bikes while other children learn how to pedal. Children 
take risks as they climb through, under and on top of garden furniture, which 
develops their confidence and self-esteem. Managers plan to develop the garden 
environment further to enhance children's sensory and natural play experiences. 

n Children develop a keen interest in books, stories and nursery rhymes. Babies 
and young children excitedly join in with familiar songs and rhymes. Staff use 
active rhymes and puppets to fully engage children. Young children enjoy 
opening flaps on boxes to find animals as they read the 'Dear Zoo' book. Older 
children act out stories, such as 'Were Going on a Bear Hunt'. They can retell 
stories and show a good understanding of key vocabulary. 

n Parents speak very highly of the nursery. Communication is effective and parents 
feel informed about their child's time at the nursery. They say that staff are kind, 
caring and extremely supportive. Parents like the personalised support plans and 
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targets that are put in place and shared with parents. This encourages parents 
to become active educators at home. 

n Staff help children explore their emotions. During group-time activities, children 
name their emotions and provide examples of why they feel that way. Children 
are beginning to show interest in other people's emotions. They confidently tell 
staff that they too should feel happy because the children have been well 
behaved and are tidying up well. Children are beginning to understand how their 
actions affect others. 

n Children behave well and show kindness towards others. Staff use warm tones 
to remind children about 'kind hands' and sharing. Generally, children listen and 
respond well. On occasions, when staff talk to children about rules and give 
them instructions, they do not check their understanding. Consequently, children 
repeat the same behaviours or actions because they did not fully understand the 
rules or instructions. 

n Generally, interactions are good. Staff deploy themselves effectively to support 
children's learning and provide positive interactions. They comment on what 
children do and conversations with children are meaningful. However, at times 
staff do not manage the noise levels effectively with the older children. They 
have not fully considered how this may affect children's communication and 
language development. 

n The managers and staff aim for children to gain independence. They encourage 
children to find their own belongings and get ready for going outside. Staff role 
model using cutlery and support children to self-feed. Older children scrape their 
own plates after lunch. Children build on their independence skills well. 

n Staff's well-being is supported well. Staff receive regular supervisions to discuss 
training needs and emotional well-being. Staff state that managers respond 
swiftly when they request extra guidance and that they have manageable 
workloads. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to reduce the noise levels with older children, to fully promote 
children's communication and language development 

n ensure that staff check children's understanding of any rules and instructions 
given.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 107458

Local authority Southwark

Inspection number 10364158

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 69

Number of children on roll 63

Name of registered person S R C Nursery Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517618

Telephone number 020 7582 7282

Date of previous inspection 29 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

SRC Community Nursery registered in 1983 and is located in the London Borough 
of Southwark. The nursery is open Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm for 50 
weeks of the year. It employs 20 members of staff. Of these, 13 hold appropriate 
qualifications at levels 2 and 3. The nursery receives funding for the provision of 
free early education for children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Davinder Dhaliwal

Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n Staff and parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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